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Your members’ current Legion Care Accidental Death Insurance provider has recently made a
decision to no longer market or service this product to Legion Department members.
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We are pleased to announce that effective January 1, 2019, Securian Life Insurance Company,
an affiliate of Securian Financial Group (Securian) will become the new provider for LegionCare
Accidental Death coverage previously provided by Transamerica Life Insurance Company*.
Securian Life Insurance Company is an A+ Superior company as rated by independent rating
organization A.M. Best**.
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Eligible claims incurred prior to January 1, 2019, will be processed in accordance with the terms
and conditions of your Transamerica coverage, while claims incurred on or after January 1, 2019
will be the responsibility of Securian.
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We look forward to this new relationship with Securian and to continuing our commitment of
service and protection to you.
Sincerely,
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J. Christopher Burke, FLMI
President & CEO, AGIA Affinity
Administrator, Legionnaire Insurance Trust Insurance Program

9

1|P a g e

Post 37 Officers

775-225-0921

Commander

Pat Brown

1st Vice Cmdr.

Doug Larned

775-980-7755

2nd Vice Cmdr.

Charles Borowy

775-294-5703
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Valarie Scheuering
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MONTHLY MEETING FIRST THURSDAY @ 7PM
*****FERNLEY SENIOR CENTER*****
1170 W. NEWLANDS DRIVE
FERNLEY, NEVADA 89408

NEVADA ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE
FREE LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO VETERANS
RENO VA MEDICAL CENTER
975 KIRMAN AVE., RENO, NV
L1927 AND L1929 10:00-2:00
CHECK IN BY NOON
January 25-26, 2019
April 12-13, 2019
July 12-13, 2019
November 1-2, 2019
AWARDED DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BEST PRO BONO PROGRAM IN THE
COUNTRY

Family Law • Bankruptcy • Landlord/Tenant/Public Benefits
Consumer Law/Protection • Veterans' Benefits • Wills • Powers of Attorney
For more information, please call 775-684-1100
Or visit us at ww.nvagomia.nv.gov
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The American Legion National Headquarters
National Headquarters IT Division is warning
American Legion members to not immediately open
attachments that come from what appear to be
American Legion sources but may actually be spam.
There has been a recent increase in spam email that
appears to come from an American Legion source.
If you receive an email from what you think is an
American Legion account and it includes an
attachment, consider the following before clicking on
the attachment:
• The sender name is not quite right. Maybe it only has
the last name, or the email address after the name is
not @legion.org.
• The attachment pretends to be an invoice, bill,
statement, shipping notification or any other
document that makes you want to open it.
• You generally do not receive email from the user or
email from this user with an invoice attached. If you do
then be certain the rest of the message makes sense.
• The words and tone of the message are choppy, i.e.
poorly written or in bad English.
If you do happen to open an attachment and the body
of the document has text asking you to enable or allow
anything, stop.
If you have a question and are concerned it may not be
from an American Legion source, please call our
Customer Service line at (800) 433-3318.

Read the Department Newsletter http://www.nevadalegion.org/index.php?id=17
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VA Mission Act Update
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert Wilkie testified on the implementation of the Mission Act before the Senate and
House Committees on Veterans’ Affairs in a joint hearing 19 DEC. The law requires VA to consolidate community care
programs into a single, streamlined service, ultimately giving veterans more control over their medical care. The fastapproaching deadline overhauling and expanding the community care program has lawmakers concerned that they could
see a repeat of problems prevalent under the Veterans Choice Program — the program that the Mission Act is set to
replace. The Choice Program was intended to curb wait times for veterans seeking VA care, but many still ended up with
longer wait times than permitted by law.
“The department, I admit, was taken advantage of because of the hasty nature that took place when the (Choice) program
was put together,” Wilkie testified. “We were forced to take what we could get to implement a law based on the timeline
created by that act,” he added, addressing a recent report that the companies contracted to run the program took nearly
$2 billion in fees. “This is why it’s so vitally important that the Mission Act, which will guide future coordination of
care, be executed efficiently and thoughtfully,” said House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs Chairman Rep. Phil Roe (RTN) Jon Tester (D-MT), Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs ranking member, told VA officials, “We need to know
what you’re doing and how much it is going to cost. No conflicting or vague answers. No fuzzy math. No games. The
stakes are too high.”
Concerns over how the rules for access to private care are being written were also addressed during the joint hearing.
Some lawmakers are worried the guidelines are too broad and could give veterans unfettered access to the private sector,
potentially leading to increased costs and lower quality of care. “The Mission Act … we passed it with the best of
intentions, but it could be a train wreck too,” Tester told Wilkie. “It is in your lap. "We could end up with a problem
where we’re actually cutting benefits for our veterans moving forward." Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT) expressed his
concern that "this is nothing short of a steady march toward the privatization of the VA. It’s going to happen piece by
piece by piece until over a period of time there’s not much in the VA to provide the quality care that our veterans
deserve.”
Wilkie addressed these concerns in Wednesday’s hearing, assuring the bicameral congressional committee that the
changes will not result in the privatization of VA medical care. “VA will be the central node, no matter what that veteran
decides to do,” Wilkie said, refuting the concern the drafted guidelines are paving the way toward the privatization of
VA medical care. “It is critical that we deliver a transformed VA health-care system that puts veterans at the center of
everything we do. “My experience is veterans are happy with the service they get at the Department of Veterans
Affairs,” Wilkie added.
“They want to go places where people speak the language and understand the culture. "We are on the cusp of the
greatest transformative period in the history of VA, and your leadership led to the passage of that historic legislation. I
am happy to report that the state of the Department of Veterans Affairs is better, and it is better because of the work of
these committees, and the attention paid to our department by the president." [Source: The American Legion |
Mackenzie Wolf | December 20, 2018 ++]
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JANUARY EVENTS

1 January - HAPPY NEW YEAR!
3 January - Post Executive Meeting/Oratorical 6 pm - Post Meeting 7 pm Fernley Senior Center
11 January - Missing –in-Nevada Ceremony, 2pm Northern Nevada Veterans Cemetery
12 January –District 4 Oratorical Contest – Western Nevada Community College 10AM Carson City
25-26 January - Legal Assistance (see page 2)
26 January – Northern Nevada Veterans Legislative Summit
American Legion Post 37 members Free Accidental Death & Dismemberment, enroll at www.theLIT.com

2019 Northern Nevada Veterans Legislative Summit
January 26, 2019
The event is designed to provide summary information from
the Legislative Symposia, and review current State issues
regarding veterans and veteran supporters for the
upcoming 2019 Legislative session. The Nevada Department
of Veterans Services (NDVS), in partnership with the United
Veterans Legislative Council (UVLC), will be hosting the
upcoming event in southern and northern Nevada.

Washoe County Senior Center
Main Multi-Purpose Room
1155 East 9th Street
Reno, Nevada
8:15 AM – Coffee and Networking
9:00 AM – 11:30 AM – Summit
To RSVP, email Josh Loftis at Loftisj@veterans.nv.gov
Or RSVP online at: https://bit.ly/2T2OyUe
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VA Blue Water Claims Update 58 ► Sen. Mike Lee Vote Denies VA Health Benefits
Veterans and advocates will most likely have to start from scratch next year to expand VA benefits to "Blue
Water Navy" veterans after a last-minute effort failed in the Senate 19 DEC. Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-CT)
requested the Blue Water Navy Veterans Act of 2018 unanimous consent to approve the legislation, meaning
the bill would be on its way to the White House if no senator objected. Sen. Mike Lee (R-UT) opposed,
however, saying more science is needed.
Non-veteran Sen. Mike Lee (R-UT) will be up for reelection in 2023. Will he get your vote?
"The brave men and women who have sacrificed so much for our country should undoubtedly get the medical
care that they need in connection with their service," Lee said objecting to the motion on the Senate floor
Wednesday. "But as members of this body, it's also our duty to ensure that it's done in a prudent and proper
way, with all the relevant information available to us."
The House unanimously approved the bill (382- 0) in June, but it still needs to be passed by the Senate before
being sent to the White House before being signed into law. With the current Congress about to sunset at the
end of the month, it looks probable that the next Congress will have to re-introduce the bill in 2019, effectively
starting over. Some 90,000 "Blue Water Navy" Vietnam veterans stand to benefit from the bill, which would
bring sailors who served in ships off the coast of Vietnam in line with those who served on the ground.
Currently, any Vietnam veteran who served ashore has a presumption of exposure to Agent Orange, meaning
they don't have to prove they were exposed to the harmful chemical to receive VA benefits, including healthcare
and disability compensation. But the same is not true for sailors who didn't step foot on land. Nevertheless,
many claim they were exposed to Agent Orange, and this bill would unlock crucial benefits many say they need
and deserve. Blumenthal blasted Lee saying they would likely be back next session to take up the issue. "And
the cost to our conscience, if not our budget, will rise in the meantime," he said. "These men are dying now, and
they are being denied the benefits they deserve." “We don’t need more sick veterans to prove sufficient
evidence,” said VFW National Commander B.J. Lawrence. “Agent Orange made Vietnam veterans sick, and
science agrees that there isn’t any reason to treat so-called Blue Water Navy veterans any different than their
peers who served ashore or on the inland waterways of Vietnam." Barring a hail-mary-like attempt to pass the
bill before year's end, both the House and Senate will have to wait until the next Congress is sworn in on Jan. 3
to start the entire legislative process over. [Source: ConnectingVets.com | Matt Saintsing | December 20, 2018 ++]
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Veterans in Congress Update 11 ► Arizona’s Afghan Vet Martha McSally
Arizona Republican Rep. Martha McSally, a former Air Force pilot who lost her Senate bid in November, will
serve in the upper chamber after all. On 18 DEC, Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey announced he will appoint
McSally to the seat currently held by Republican Sen. John Kyl and formerly held by Navy veteran Sen. John
McCain. Kyl is set to step down from the role at the end of the year. “All her life, Martha has put service first
— leading in the toughest of fights and at the toughest of times,” Ducey said in a statement. “She served 26
years in the military, deployed six times to the Middle East and Afghanistan, was the first woman to fly in
combat and command a fighter squadron in combat.
“With her experience and long record of service, Martha is uniquely qualified to step up and fight for Arizona’s
interests in the U.S. Senate.”
McSally, a former combat aviator who was one of the highest-ranking female pilots in service history, currently
serves on the House Armed Services Committee, and has been a vocal defender of preserving the Air Force’s
A-10 fleet as well as an advocate for opening combat roles to female troops. In November, she conceded her
bid for the state’s other U.S. Senate seat (currently held by Republican Sen. Jeff Flake) to Democratic Arizona
Rep. KyrstenSinema, after a recount showed her losing by about 40,000 votes. Almost immediately after that
loss, speculation began about whether Ducey would tap her to replace Kyl. Now, the two election rivals will
serve together in the Senate.
The timing of McSally’s swearing in was not made immediately clear. If she takes the oath before the newly
elected senators are sworn in on 3 JAN, she would hold seniority over Sinema. McSally will also have to run for
re-election again in 2020, most likely on the same ticket as President Donald Trump. McSally defended several
Trump moves during her recent campaign, including the decision to deploy active-duty troops along the
southern U.S. border. McSally’s appointment brings the number of female veterans in Congress to an all-time
high. Four female veterans will serve as Democrats in the House in the 116th Congress, and McSally will serve
alongside Sens. Joni Ernst, R Iowa, and Tammy Duckworth (D-IL). The move also brings the total number of
vets set for the 116th Congress to 96, a drop of six from the start of the 115th Congress. [Source: MilitaryTimes | Leo
Shane III | December 18, 2018 ++]
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A Little Humor - Try Being Stupid

This story from an Army vet could well be true: Pocket Tazer Stun Gun, a great gift for the wife. A guy who purchased
his lovely wife a pocket Tazer for their anniversary submitted this:
Last weekend I saw something at Larry's Pistol & Pawn Shop that sparked my interest. The occasion was our 15th
anniversary and I was looking for a little something extra for my wife Julie. What I came across was a 100,000-volt,
pocket/purse-sized Tazer.
The effects of the Tazer were supposed to be short lived, with no long term adverse effect on your assailant, allowing her
adequate time to retreat to safety...?? WAY TOO COOL! Long story short, I bought the device and brought it home.
I loaded two AAA batteries in the darn thing and pushed the button. Nothing! I was disappointed I learned, however, that
if I pushed the button and pressed it against a metal surface at the same time, I'd get the blue arc of electricity darting back
and forth between the prongs. AWESOME!!! Unfortunately, I have yet to explain to Julie what that burn spot is on the
face of her microwave.
Okay, so I was home alone with this new toy, thinking to myself that it couldn't be all that bad with only two AAA
batteries, right? There I sat in my recliner, my cat Gracie looking on intently (trusting little soul) while I was reading
the directions and thinking that I really needed to try this thing out on a flesh & blood moving target. I must admit I
thought about zapping Gracie (for a fraction of a second) and then thought better of it. She is such a sweet cat. But, if I
was going to give this thing to my wife to protect herself against a mugger, I did want some assurance that it would work
as advertised. Am I wrong? So, there I sat in a pair of shorts and a tank top with my reading glasses perched delicately on
the bridge of my nose, directions in one hand, and Tazer in another.
The directions said that: A one-second burst would shock and disorient your assailant; A two-second burst was
supposed to cause muscle spasms and a major loss of bodily control; A three-second burst would purportedly make your
assailant flop on the ground like a fish out of water. Any burst longer than three seconds would be wasting the batteries.
All the while I'm looking at this little device measuring about 5" long, less than 3/4 inch in circumference (loaded
with two itsy, bitsy AAA batteries); pretty cute really, and thinking to myself, 'no possible way!'
What happened next is almost beyond description, but I'll do my best. I'm sitting there alone, Gracie looking on with her
head cocked to one side so as to say, 'Don't do it stupid,' reasoning that a one second burst from such a tiny lil ole thing
couldn't hurt all that bad.. I decided to give myself a one second burst just for heck of it. I touched the prongs to my naked
thigh, pushed the button, and... HOLY MOTHER OF GOD. WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION. WHAT THE... !!!
I'm pretty sure Hulk Hogan ran in through the side door, picked me up in the recliner, then body slammed us both
on the carpet, over and over and over again. I vaguely recall waking up on my side in the fetal position, with tears in my
eyes, body soaking wet, both nipples on fire, testicles nowhere to be found, with my left arm tucked under my body in the
oddest position, and tingling in my legs! The cat was making meowing sounds I had never heard before, clinging to a
picture frame hanging above the fireplace, obviously in an attempt to avoid getting slammed by my body flopping all over
the living room.
Note: If you ever feel compelled to 'mug' yourself with a Tazer, one note of caution: There is NO such thing as a one
second burst when you zap yourself! You will not let go of that thing until it is dislodged from your hand by a violent
thrashing about on the floor! A three second burst would be considered conservative!
A minute or so later (I can't be sure, as time was a relative thing at that point), I collected my wits (what little I had
left), sat up and surveyed the landscape. My bent reading glasses were on the mantel of the fireplace. The recliner was
upside down and about 8 feet or so from where it originally was. My triceps, right thigh, and both nipples were still
twitching. My face felt like it had been shot up with Novocain, and my bottom lip weighed 88lbs. I had no control over
the drooling. Apparently I had crapped in my shorts, but was too numb to know for sure, and my sense of smell was gone.
I saw a faint smoke cloud above my head, which I believe came from my hair. I'm still looking for my testicles and I'm
offering a significant reward for their safe return!
PS: My wife can't stop laughing about my experience, loved the gift and now regularly threatens me with it! If you
think education is difficult, try being stupid!!!!
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