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MOST DECORATED ENLISTED SAILOR IN NAVAL HISTORY
In the history of the U.S. Navy only seven men have earned all of the “Big Three” valor awards: Medal of
Honor, Navy Cross and Silver Star Medal. Six were World War II officers, including one aviator and four
submarine commanders. The seventh was enlisted sailor James Elliott “Willy” Williams in Vietnam.
In 1947, Williams, a 16-year-old from Fort Mill, South Carolina, enlisted in the Navy with a fraudulent
birth certificate. His first 19 years in the Navy included service aboard the destroyer USS Douglas H. Fox
during the Korean War and tours on a variety of naval vessels from 1953 to 1965.
In May 1966 Boatswain’s Mate 1st Class Williams was assigned to River Squadron 5 in South Vietnam to
command Patrol Boat, River 105. The approximately 30-foot fiberglass boat usually carried a four-man
crew who patrolled inland waterways to prevent the Viet Cong from using them to transport troops and
supplies.
On July 1 Williams led a patrol that came under fire from a Viet Cong sampan. His deft maneuvers and
accurate fire killed five VC and resulted in capture of the enemy boat, earning Williams a Bronze Star
Medal with a “V” for valor. Twenty-two days later the capture of another sampan brought Williams a
second Bronze Star for valor. Less than a month later, he received a Silver Star and his first Purple Heart.
On Halloween, Oct. 31, 1966, Williams was commanding a two-boat patrol on the Mekong River when he
was fired on by two sampans. He and his crew killed the occupants of one and then went after the other.
That pursuit put the Navy boats into a VC staging area containing two junks and eight sampans,
supported by machine guns on the river banks. Williams called for helicopter gunship support while
holding the enemy at bay. During this movement he discovered an even larger force. Not waiting for the
armed helicopters, Williams attacked. Maneuvering through devastating fire from enemy boats and the
shore, his two-boat patrol fought a three-hour battle that destroyed or damaged 65 VC boats and
eliminated some 1,200 Communist troops. For his actions, Williams was nominated for the Medal of
Honor.
On Jan. 9, 1967, the Navy dredge Jamaica Bay was blown up by mines in the Mekong Delta, and PBR-105
arrived to pick up seven of the survivors. Another man was trapped in the rapidly sinking dredge.
Williams dove into the water and, with a rope attached to a nearby tug, pulled clear an obstruction, then
swam through a hatch to recover the sailor.
Six days later Williams was wounded while leading a three-boat patrol that interdicted a crossing attempt
by three VC heavy-weapons companies of 400 fighters. He and his boats accounted for 16 VC killed, 20
wounded and the destruction of nine sampans and junks. Williams was awarded the Navy Cross.
When Williams returned home in spring 1967, he had a list of awards unmatched by any enlisted man in
Navy history. He retired after 20 years of service and began a career in the U.S. Marshals Service.
On May 14, 1968, President Lyndon B. Johnson presented Williams with the Medal of Honor. For his
lifesaving actions at the sinking Jamaica Bay, he was awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Medal, often
called “the noncombat medal of honor.”
During his last seven months in the Navy, Williams received every sea-service award for heroism
including the Legion of Merit with “V,” two Navy Commendation Medals for valor and three Purple
Hearts.
Williams died on Oct. 13, 1999, and in 2003 his widow, Elaine, watched the launching of the Arleigh
Burke class destroyer, USS James E. Williams.
This article originally appeared in the August 2017 issue of Vietnam Magazine, a Military Times sister

publication.
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VA Loan Limits
2020 | Down Payment Limits Removed
Members of the military on active duty and veterans hoping to buy a home in
expensive parts of the country have a lot to be thankful for this holiday season.
Starting next year, they'll be able to take out Veterans Affairs –backed mortgages as
large as their bank accounts will allow. Thanks to the Blue Water Navy Veterans
Act of 2019, veterans will be able to buy larger homes in pricier communities
without having to put down a cent. However, they must still qualify for their
mortgage and be able to afford the monthly payments. “It gives the veterans the
opportunity to buy homes in the areas they want to be in," says Austin, TX – based
real estate agent Kyle Reed, of Pauly Presley Realty, himself a veteran who served
in Iraq from 2001 to 2006. “It opens up some areas in cities to VA loans ... that
maybe veterans didn’t have access to before without putting a bunch of money
down.”
Up until now, the size of a VA loan was capped at different amounts across the
country. For example, borrowers could take out more in ultra-pricey cities like San
Francisco than in Detroit, where homes cost a whole lot less. As long as they stayed
within those bounds, they could get a mortgage with a 0% down payment. But if
they exceeded those limits, they had to put down 25% of the difference. The change
goes into effect Jan. 1, 2020.
“There’s not a lot of VA buyers who are buying these very high-dollar homes, but
there are some," says mortgage lender Mike Villano of the Veterans Lending Group
in Puyallup, WA, about 45 minutes south of Seattle. But "there’s a lot of places
where these folks go and serve, and it’s very expensive.”
The problem is that not all lenders are likely to be comfortable making huge loans
without imposing a few restrictions of their own. The VA typically backs up to 25%
of a VA loan. So banks, credit unions, and other loan makers are likely to set up
some rules to protect against defaults. Some may require higher credit scores or
debt-to-income ratios to qualify for the loans. And some lenders may even impose
their own caps on how much money borrowers can take out.
In addition, mortgage lenders pointed out that the limitless loans will apply only to
a borrower's primary home. That can be problematic for those on active duty, who
might buy a home near their base, get stationed somewhere else, and then choose to
buy a second home in that location while renting out the first. But if they already
have a VA Loan on another property, they can't get the full perks of the loan on a
second one. This means they may be on the hook for a down payment or can qualify
for only a smaller loan for their new abode. "It would really help a lot of families if
they could retain their current home and still be able to purchase at their new duty
station with no cap," says Villano.

Read the Department Newsletter
http://www.nevadalegion.org/index.ph
p?id=17

[Source: SF Gate | Clare Trapasso | December 4, 2019 ++
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JANUARY EVENTS

2 Jan. - Post Oratorical/Executive meeting 6 pm, Post Meeting 7 pm at Fernley Senior Center Fernley, NV.
9 Jan. - Veteran Service Commission meeting, 9 am, NDVS Office 6630 S. Mc Carren Blvd. Bldg. C. Reno,
20 Jan. – Martin Luther King Jr. Day
23 Jan. – Veterans Unaccompanied Service 3:00 pm Northern Nevada Veterans Memorial Cemetery

Benefits.Gov
American Legion Post 37 members Free Accidental Death & Dismemberment, enroll at www.theLIT.com

At Benefits.gov, our goal is to help you discover and determine your eligibility for government assistance programs.
We are excited to share that Benefits.gov recently released a new and improved Benefit Finder tool to make it easier
for you to find information on government benefits.
The Benefit Finder is an online questionnaire that recommends benefits you may be eligible to receive based on
answers to a series of questions. We listened to your feedback and made updates to the Benefit Finder to create a
more helpful and enjoyable experience. The new questionnaire now features:
A new layout providing a more personal experience
Less questions to help you complete the questionnaire faster
A new progress bar to inform you of your progress
An easy way to skip questions that aren't required
An easy to read results page displaying benefits you may be eligible for and where to go for more information
Try the new Benefit Finder by visiting Benefits.gov and clicking on the "Start" button. Interested in hearing more from
Benefits.gov? Subscribe to our quarterly Compass Newsletter at https://www.benefits.gov/compass.

4|P a g e

VOLUME

17

ISSUE1

PTSD Stamp
Aim is to Raise Awareness, Funds for PTSD

Proceeds from sales of a new postage stamp issued on 2 DEC will go to support post-traumatic stress
disorder research and education at the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’ National Center for PTSD.
The PTSD center, based at the VA Medical Center in White River Junction, includes seven sites around the
country that are focused on studying and treating PTSD, a mental health condition some people develop
following a traumatic event such as combat, a natural disaster, sexual assault or a car accident. Symptoms
may include reliving the event, avoidance of reminders of the event, negative thoughts and anxiety that
linger long after the trauma.
While Paula Schnurr, the PTSD center’s executive director, said she is glad to have the revenue stream to
support the center’s work, she also hopes the stamp brings awareness to the condition, which will affect
tens of millions people in the U.S.- both veterans and civilians - in their lifetimes. Schnurr said she hopes “people
who have PTSD or family members see this and they might take some action.” She spoke in a phone interview from
Charlotte, N.C., where she participated in an event to celebrate the stamp’s release on Monday. The stamp, which
costs 65 cents, features a green plant sprouting from ground covered with fallen leaves that is intended to symbolize
the PTSD healing process, according to a news release from the Postal Service. It was designed by Greg Breeding,
the postal service’s art director, and includes original photography by Mark Laita, a Los Angeles-based commercial
photographer.
Treatment for PTSD both through medication and therapy has improved in recent years, Schnurr said, noting that
some of the center’s research is focused on the effectiveness of different treatments. Public awareness of PTSD has
grown following the terrorist attacks on 9/11, which caused many first responders and others to develop the
condition, she said. Subsequent events such as Hurricane Katrina in 2005, the 2011 earthquake and tsunami in Japan,
and numerous mass shootings - including one earlier this year at the University of North Carolina-Charlotte, the city
where Monday’s stamp ceremony took place - have kept the condition in the public eye.
In addition to Schnurr, speakers at Monday’s event at McGlohon Theater at Spirit Square also included
representatives from the American Red Cross, The American Veteran Foundation, the Wounded Warriors Project
and the Charlotte Chapter of National Alliance on Mental Illness. Among the speakers was Chuck Denny, the
founder of The American Veteran Foundation based in North Carolina, who was a major proponent of the PTSD
stamp, in honor of his father, Garland Denny, who served in the Navy in the Korean War and, before his death in
2015, advocated for a stamp to raise money for veteran services. “The Postal Service is honored to issue this
semipostal stamp as a powerful symbol of the healing process, growth and hope for tens of millions of Americans
who experience PTSD,” David C. Williams, vice chairman of the Board of Governors of the U.S. Postal Service, said
in a news release. “Today, with
the issuance of this stamp, the nation renews its commitment to raise funds to help treat soldiers, veterans first
responders, health care providers and other individuals dealing with this condition.”
The price of the stamp includes the cost of a first-class stamp at the time of purchase - which is 55 cents currently and an amount to fund PTSD research. They are available at post offices around the country, through an online shop
at www.usps.com/shop or by calling 800-STAMP24. Sheets of 20 can be purchased for $13. Congress, through the
Semipostal Authorization Act, allows the Postal Service to issue and sell “semipostal” stamps to benefit causes that
are “in the national public interest and appropriate.”
Revenue from sales of the Healing PTSD stamp - less the cost of postage and reasonable costs incurred by the Postal
Service - will go to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. The U.S. Postal Service has issued three "semipostal"
stamps, star ting with a breast cancer research stamp in 1998. Causes for subsequent semipostal stamps have not yet
been determined, but suggestions can be sent to the Office of Stamp Services, Attn: Semipostal Discretionary
Program, 475 L’Enfant Plaza SW, Room 3300, Washington, DC 20260-3501 or via email
to semipostal@usps.gov. More information about the National Center for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder can be
found online at https://www.ptsd.va.gov. [Source: Valley News | Nora
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USMC Political Activity
New Guidance Clarifies What is Allowed on Social Media

With shares and likes on cellphones, the rise of social media has made it easier for Americans to publicly express
political opinions and participate in political campaigns. But the ease of social media politicking has created a gray
area for members of the military who must navigate federal laws and military regulations that allow them a limited
ability to participate in the political discourse while avoiding an actual or perceived official involvement by the
Department of Defense. To help navigate this issue, the Marine Corps has released new guidance clarifying what
Marines are and are not allowed to do when it comes to political activity on social media.
The message is intended to inform or remind our Marines, Sailors and civilians of Federal statutes and policy when it
comes to permissible participation in political activities, Marine spokesman Capt. Joseph Butterfield told Marine
Corps Times in an email 2 DEC. Similar MARADMINs have been released before past presidential election years,
and this is just a reminder of what the rules are not a change in policy, Butterfield said. The guidance reaffirms that
Marines can vote, express their personal opinion on candidates, and can even write a letter to the editor expressing
their personal opinions and have a candidate’s bumper sticker on their personally owned vehicle; as long as it is clear
they are not representing the Marines Corps in their opinion.
In the social media world, Marines are allowed to “express personal views on public issues or political candidates,
much the same as they would be permitted to write a letter to the editor of a newspaper," as long as they disclose that
their opinion is their own and not that of the DOD or the Marine Corps, according to the Monday MARADMIN first
reported by Military.com. However, in those posts Marines are prohibited from making “direct links to a political
party, partisan political candidate, campaign, group, or cause,” because “such activity is akin to distributing literature
on behalf of those entities, which is prohibited,” the MARADMIN says.
Active-duty members are allowed to “friend” or “like” social media pages or “follow” social media accounts for
political parties, campaigns, candidates or causes, but they cannot ask others to “follow” or “like” the pages, the
guidance explains. The guidance also bars Marines from posting “political messages to a social media account while
in a federal building (including when off-duty), even if the individual uses their personal electronic device”
“'Federal building” connotes ‘the federal workplace,” and does not refer to the barracks or on-base housing, Capt.
Christopher Harrison said in a Dec. 5 email to Marine Corps Times. So as long as Marines are off-duty and otherwise
follow the guidelines, they are free to talk politics on Facebook from their government provided beds.
Marines not on active duty are exempted from the social media policy, 'so long as the member does not act in a
manner that could reasonably create the appearance of official sponsorship, approval, or endorsement by the DoD or
the Marine Corps," the MARADMIN says. [Source: Marine Corps Times Philip Athey December 3, 2019 ++]
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Profile in Courage - Arthur MacArthur
Father of Gen. Douglas MacArthur Jr
With no less than 620,000 deaths recorded over four years of intense fighting between Confederate and Union forces,
the American Civil War remains the bloodiest conflict in American history. Playing host to battles such as Shiloh,
Antietam, Stones River, and Gettysburg, the Civil War holds tales of unprecedented violence, ferocious bravery, and
unparalleled heroism. Among these many tales is that of Lieutenant General Arthur MacArthur Jr. whose bravery at
the most critical moment inspired his regiment during the Battle of Missionary Ridge.
MacArthur Jr. was born in the Chicopee Falls area of Springfield, Massachusetts on June 2, 1845. His mother
Aurelia was the daughter of Benjamin B. Belcher, a wealthy industrialist. She would die at the age of 45, leaving
behind Arthur and his brother, Frank. MacArthur's father, Arthur MacArthur Sr., was a prominent judge and the
fourth governor of Wisconsin. With his father's influence, MacArthur enrolled in the United States Military
Academy. Thus began his journey as a Soldier. MacArthur was in Wisconsin when the Civil War broke out. He
promptly received a commission as a first lieutenant and joined the 24th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry Regiment. He
participated in some of the deadliest hostilities of the war such as Stones River, Chickamauga, Chattanooga, the
Atlanta Campaign, and Franklin.
The event that brought him into the limelight occurred during the Chattanooga Campaign in the Battle of Missionary
Ridge, which took place on November 25, 1863, just after the Battle of Lookout Mountain. While the battle raged on,
the 24th Wisconsin found themselves under intense fire from the Confederates as the former moved up Missionary
Ridge. Despite that, the Union troops kept surging forward behind their roaring guns, yelling "Chickamauga!
Chickamauga!" as Confederate General Braxton Bragg's men unleashed their volleys from above, making men fall
on all sides. The top of the ridge was the goal for the 24th Wisconsin, and they raced upwards, determined to knock
the Confederates off the top. But with such heavy resistance from Bragg's men, the assault was soon in complete
tatters.
At that moment, the flag bearer of the 24th Wisconsin was killed. He hit the ground as the Confederate gunfire
struck him and rolled down the ridge in his death fall. His grip on the flag was broken, and it fell from his hands into
the dirt. A comrade charged forth and reached for the flag, but the guns of the enemy were quick to knock him to the
ground as well. Amidst the roars of surging warriors, the voice of the 18-year-old MacArthur tore through the damp
air. His weary legs were quickened by the sight of the battle flag lying on the ground beside his fallen comrades, and
he dashed on ahead of the others. The sounds of cannons and rifles did not terrify him. His will was stronger than the
fear he felt. He reached for the flag, raised it from the dirt, and waved it passionately in the air.
Like a man chasing his own death, he raced up the ridge with the regimental flag dancing in the winds. His voice
rang through the tumultuous atmosphere as he yelled "On, Wisconsin!" His comrades from the 24th Wisconsin
surged after him, fueled by his energy. More Union troops joined in the revitalized onslaught. And by the coming of
dusk, the center of the Confederates' line was broken. The Confederates fled the ridge, and by the end of the battle,
the 24th Wisconsin's regimental flag was waving with its pole firmly mounted on the crest of Missionary Ridge. For
such an extraordinary display of bravery, MacArthur received the Medal of Honor. The following year, only at 19
years old, he became a Brevet Colonel, which is why he was called "The Boy Colonel."
November 30, 1864, was the day of the Battle of Franklin. During this event, the 24th Wisconsin found themselves
in a desperate engagement with Confederate forces. MacArthur was severely injured by gunshots to his chest and
leg. But, somehow, he survived his wounds - and ultimately, the war. Following the end of the Civil War, he left the
Army and went to study law. But a few months of studying law left him yearning for fulfillment, and it was clear that
the only thing that would fill the void for him was the military. Thus, MacArthur returned to the Army. In 1885, he
participated in the campaign against Geronimo. In 1898 he led the 1st Brigade of the 2nd Division, a subset of the
Eighth Army Corps, to victory during the Battle of Manila in the Spanish-American War. He also played a role in the
capture of Emilio Aguinaldo, and the effective end of the Philippine-American War.
(Continued on page 8)
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MacArthur retired from the Army as a Lieutenant General on June 2, 1909, at the mandatory retirement age of sixtyfour. Having married Mary Pinkney Hardy in 1875, he had three children: Arthur MacArthur III, Malcolm
MacArthur, and Douglas MacArthur. On September 5, 1912, during a reunion ceremony of the 24th Wisconsin in
Milwaukee, MacArthur collapsed from the dais while trying to give a speech. He died at the spot, aged 67. He was
first buried in Milwaukee, but in 1926 he was relocated to Section 2, Gravesite 845-A of Arlington National
Cemetery. While MacArthur Jr. lived on in memories, his son Douglas continued where he left off. Douglas
MacArthur Jr. would earn the Medal of Honor during the First World War and would thus make history with his
father. They became the first-ever father-son duo to earn America's most prestigious honor.
[Source: Together We Served December 2019 ++]

Vet Pay/Cost Changes
2020 Pay Bump versus Part B Increase
Military retirees, those who receive disability or other benefits from the Department of Veterans Affairs, federal
retirees and social security recipients will see a 1.6% increase in their monthly checks for 2020. The annual Cost Of
Living Allowance (COLA) is smaller than the 2.8% increase from last year but in line with the historical increases
seen over the last ten years. Each year military retirement pay, Survivor Benefit Plan Annuities, VA Compensation
and Pensions, and Social Security benefits are adjusted for the rate of inflation.
Retirement Pay Increase
As a result of the increase, the average military retirement check for an E-7 with 20 years of service will go up by
$38 a month, while an O-5 with the same time in uniform will see a $72 monthly increase. Retirees who entered
military service on or after Aug. 1, 1986 and opted-in for the Career Status Bonus (CSB/Redux retirement plan),
have any COLA increases reduced by 1 percent, so they will see a smaller increase in 2020. The 1.6% increase
means that you will get an additional $16 for every $1,000 in government benefits you receive.
VA Disability Increase
Disabled veterans will also get a bump. The average VA disability check will go up about $2 per month for those
with a 10 percent rating, and $49 for those rated at 100 percent Other Federal Retirees and Beneficiaries
Military retirees and VA beneficiaries aren't the only ones who benefit from the COLA increase. Civil Service
retirees, and Social Security recipients will also see the 1.6% jump in their monthly checks as well. For Social
Security recipients, the monthly increase will mean an extra $12 per month for the average beneficiary.
How the COLA Is Determined
The Department of Labor determines the annual COLA by measuring the Consumer Price Index (CPI), which is a
measurement of a broad sampling of the cost of consumer goods and expenses. The CPI is compared to the previous
year, if there is an increase there is a COLA. If there is no increase, there is no COLA. The COLA affects about one
in every five Americans, including Social Security recipients, disabled veterans, federal retirees, and retired military
members. Last year, the COLA increase was 2.8%; in 2018, retirees saw a 2.0% increase.
Medicare
The standard Medicare Part B premium will rise about $9 a month beginning Jan. 1, 2020, but beneficiaries in higher
income brackets will see a larger increase. Individuals whose 2018 modified adjusted gross income (MAGI), as
reported on their federal tax return, was $87,000 or less, or was $174,000 in a joint return, will pay $144.60 a month
in premium costs, up from $135.50 in 2019. Beneficiaries in five higher income brackets pay an extra charge, known
as an Income Related Monthly Adjustment Amount (IRMAA), which also goes up at the start of the new year:
 If your individual tax income was above $87,000 to $109,000, or your joint income was above $174,000 up
to $218,000, you’ll pay $202.40 per month.
 From $109,000 to $136,000 individual or $218,000 to $272,000 joint, you’ll pay $289.20 per month.
 From $136,000 to $163,000 individual or $272,000 to $326,000 joint, you’ll pay $376 per month.
(Continued on page 9)
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Vet Pay/Cost Changes

(Continued from page 8)

 From $163,000 to $500,000 individual or $326,000 to $750,000 joint, you’ll pay $462.70 per month. If you
are married but file a separate tax return with income above $87,000 but less than $413,000, you’ll also pay
this rate.
 Above $500,000 individual or above $750,000 joint, you’ll pay $491.60 per month. If you are married but file
a separate tax return with income above $413,000, you’ll also pay this rate.
The new figures reflect slight changes to income brackets from 2019. All brackets showed some increase, with the
top bracket up more than $30 a month year over year ($460.50 to $491.60). These premiums are deducted
automatically from Social Security, Office of Personnel Management (OPM), and/or Railroad Retirement Board
benefits. Those who don’t receive benefits from these agencies will receive a bill; regardless of how you file your
returns, you and your spouse will have separate Part B premium payments.
The income figures used to determine your Part B premium payment may not reflect your current financial situation,
especially in the event of a retirement, a divorce, or other life-changing events. If you’ve undergone one of these
events, you can file Form SSA-44, Medicare Income-Related Monthly Adjustment Amount ñ Life Changing Event,
or visit your local Social Security office to request an adjustment. Qualifying events include:
 Marriage, divorce/annulment, or death of a spouse.
 Work stoppage or reduction.
 Loss of income-producing property.
 Loss of pension income.
 Employer settlement payment.
The form is available at https://www.ssa.gov/forms/ssa-44-ext.pdf. You can find your local office online at
https://secure.ssa.gov/ICON/main.jsp . You can also call the Social Security Administration (SSA) at 1-800-7721213 for more information. [Source: Military.com Douglas Sacha & Kevin Lilley Oct-Nov 11 & 13, 2019 ++
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IRA & 401k RMDs
50% Tax Penalty at Age 70 ½ If You Miss Deadline
Many retirees who turned 70½ years old prior to the start of 2019 are up against a potentially costly tax deadline.
Folks
that age who own certain types of retirement accounts generally must withdraw what the IRS calls (required
minimum
distributions,) or RMDs, by Dec. 31. If they miss this deadline, they face a whopping 50% tax penalty of which
could
translate to hundreds or thousands of dollars. RMDs are a minimum amount of money that the IRS requires you to
withdraw from most types of retirement accounts each year starting the year in which you turn 70½. Those accounts
include:
 Traditional individual retirement account (IRA)
 Simplified employee pension (SEP) IRA
 Savings incentive match plan for employees (SIMPLE) IRA
 Traditional 401(k)
 Roth 401(k)
 403(b)
 457(b)
Roth IRAs are not subject to RMDs during the original account owner’s lifetime, as we note in “7 Secret Perks of
Individual Retirement Accounts’ The deadline for your first RMD ó the one for the year in which you turn 70½ ó
is different. The IRS gives you a little more time to withdraw that first RMD ó until April 1 of the following year.
So,
folks who turned or will turn 70½ during 2019 have until April 1, 2020, to take their first RMD. If that’s you, just be
aware that if you postpone taking your 2019 RMD until 2020, you would end up having to take two RMDs in one
year:
your first one by April 1 and your second one by Dec. 31, 2020. As a result, you’d likely owe taxes on both of those
RMDs in the same year, as RMDs are generally taxable income. And that could hike your tax bill. If you fail to
withdraw
an RMD in full by any applicable deadline, however, the IRS can penalize you. The agency will tax whatever RMD
amount you failed to withdraw on time at 50%. That could easily amount to four figures.
The exact amount of an RMD you must take depends on your life expectancy and retirement account balance. The
IRS offers RMD worksheets to help you determine your RMD amount. The agency also cautions that this task is on
you: “Although the IRA custodian or retirement plan administrator may calculate the RMD, the IRA or retirement
plan
account owner is ultimately responsible for calculating the amount of the RMD.”
[Source: MoneyTalksNews Karla Bowsher December 10, 2019 ++]

Dakota
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Dec. 17, 2019

VA introduces new direct deposit options for Veterans, beneficiaries
Partners with Association of Military Banks of America
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), in partnership with the Association of Military
Banks of America (AMBA), launched the Veterans Benefits Banking Program (VBBP), available starting Dec. 20.
The program will provide Veterans and their beneficiaries the chance to safely, reliably, and inexpensively
receive and manage their VA monetary benefits through financial services at participating banks.
“VBBP offers another way to simplify banking choices to help eligible Veterans select the right bank for
themselves and their families,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “The VA and AMBA are proud to provide
this opportunity to connect veterans with banks that understand their needs.”
VA’s collaboration with AMBA will leverage its consortium of military-friendly financial institutions that cater
to service members. AMBA is the only trade association representing banking institutions specializing in
providing services for military personnel, Veterans, and their families around the world. VBBP leverages
participating AMBA institutions and banks operating within the gates of installations of all branches of
service and National Guard and Reserve components.
“AMBA and its member banks welcome the opportunity to provide our nation’s Veterans additional
financial services options to help them achieve greater financial independence, resiliency, and literacy,”
said AMBA president and Air Force Veteran Steve Lepper. “We hope that as Veterans recognize the
benefits of working with the banks to achieve financial stability, more Veterans, banks and credit unions
will join this effort.”
The current available banking options include direct deposit into an existing bank account, electronic funds
transfer into a Direct Express pre-paid debit card,and mailing of a paper check for pre-approved
beneficiaries. VBBP introduces new financial resources to Veterans and their beneficiaries.
The program is an effort to address the problems some Veterans experience using these payment
methods. VBBP offers these VA beneficiaries – including many who have been unable to open bank
accounts in the past – the opportunity to deposit their benefit funds directly into existing or new bank
accounts offered by participating AMBA member banks.
Neither VA nor AMBA is endorsing any particular bank or requiring Veterans and other beneficiaries to
use them. It does not require Veterans who are satisfied with their current financial situation to change
how they receive their VA monetary benefits.
All Veterans and beneficiaries who currently receive more than $118 billion in financial benefits through
VA are eligible to access this program. There are approximately 250,000 Veterans and beneficiaries who
receive their VA benefits through a pre-paid debit card or paper check who may not have a bank account.
VA’s Veterans Banking Benefits and AMBA’s Veterans Benefits Banking Program websites have details
for identifying participating banks.
To have your federal benefits electronically transferred to a Veteran’s designated financial institution (e.g.
bank), VA beneficiaries interested in changing direct deposit options can also call 1-800-827-1000 with
their relevant banking information.
VA financial literacy information is an additional resource available to Veterans and VA beneficiaries.
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1919-2019: Joe Walsh, one of region’s last surviving Pearl Harbor veterans, has died
Marine veteran Joe Walsh co-founded back in 1987, the North County chapter of the Pearl Harbor Survivors
Association because he believed the men he served with on that fateful day of Dec. 7, 1941, “deserved to be
remembered.”
Now it’s his turn. On Dec. 21, Walsh passed away after a brief illness at the Pacifica Senior Living complex in Vista.
He was 100 years old.
Walsh was the last surviving active member of the association’s Chapter 31, following the death last February of
chapter co-founder John Quier, 98, of Fallbrook.
As the chapter’s longtime president, Walsh organized Pearl Harbor Memorial Day services each Dec. 7 at Oceanside
Harbor. Over the years, he never missed a single service, including the one held earlier this month, just two weeks to
the day before he died.
“I think he was holding on for this years’ service,” said daughter Joan Culver of Fallbrook. ”It meant a lot to him.”
“You don’t forget something like that,” he said.
Then a Marine in the 3rd Defense Battalion, Walsh was at a color guard ceremony in the Pearl Harbor Navy Yard
when the Japanese attack began at 7:55 a.m. He and his fellow Marines manned three anti-aircraft guns, trying to
shoot down the invading planes before they could sink the American battleships near the harbor’s entrance.
“I didn’t have time to get scared,” he recalled. “You don’t think about it. You did what you were told to do. You
manned your gun and tried to get anyone you could.”
A few weeks after the attack, Walsh was shipped to the desolate Johnston Atoll in the South Pacific to build air
defenses. Then, after a brief stint in Navy flight school, he spent the rest of the war in the Marine Corps’s VMO-8
observation squadron, according to a biography written by local World War II historian Linda Dudik.
Walsh served for nine years in the Marines, retiring at the rank of gunnery sergeant. During the Korean War he was
called back to active duty to serve as a drill sergeant major at Marine Corps Air Station El Toro, Culver said.
Although he was proud to have served his country, Walsh never glamorized his military experiences and he was
grateful that his sons never had to fight in a war. He found those years challenging and often harsh, especially the
severe deprivation he suffered on Johnston Atoll.
“It was pretty rough,” he said last spring. “All I could think of was how to get the hell out.”
A native of East Orange, N.J., Walsh joined the Marines in 1938 not for the adventure but for the steady income it
would provide. It was the Great Depression and jobs were scarce. Walsh earned $19 a week in the Marines and sent
$10 from every paycheck home to his mom, who had raised him and his siblings alone after his father abandoned the
family when Joe was 5, Culver said.
Walsh met his future wife, LaVonne “Bea” Phaneuf, at the wedding of a fellow Marine in 1945. That marriage didn’t
last, but the Walshes’ union, sealed in 1946, endured for 73 years and produced six children. Bea was also a Marine
veteran, having served in the Aviation Women’s Reserve Squadron 21 at Brown Field in Quantico, Va. She was one
of just 23,000 women who enlisted during World War II.
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Dudik said Friday that she would visit the Walshes every Saturday at Pacifica and she and Culver would push the
couple around in wheelchairs side by side. “They were a lovely couple. They held hands when we wheeled them
down wide hallways and sometimes they even kissed,” Dudik said.
For decades after he left the military, Walsh never shared his war memories with his family. That changed in the
mid-1980s when he was invited to speak to students at a North County school and was shocked to discover the
children had never heard of the Pearl Harbor attack, Culver said.
That led to the founding of Chapter 31 and the annual memorials at Oceanside Harbor’s small-craft fishing pier. In
2006, working with his wife and Quier, Walsh successfully campaigned to have the city install a stone Pearl Harbor
memorial monument by the pier.
“The guys who were over there who didn’t make it back deserved to be remembered,” Walsh said in March. “We
didn’t want to forget any of them.”
At its peak in the 1990s, Chapter 31 had 130 members. That count gradually dwindled in recent years as members
passed away. At this month’s Pearl Harbor Memorial Day ceremony in Oceanside, the only two Pearl Harbor
veterans in attendance were Walsh and Oceanside resident George Coburn, 99, who served on the USS Oklahoma,
which was sunk by a torpedo during the attack.
After World War II, Walsh returned to New Jersey where he earned a business degree at Seton Hall University.
Except for his Korean War years in El Toro, he spent the rest of his career working for Prentice Hall Publishing.
From his home in Encinitas, he traveled by car throughout the Southwest selling legal and tax books to judges,
lawyers and CPAs. He retired in 1986 at age 67, and moved with Bea to Fallbrook, where the couple lived for nearly
30 years before moving to Pacifica Senior Living a few years ago.
Walsh is survived by his wife and their six children: Kate Walsh of San Diego; Joan Culver of Fallbrook; Patrick
Walsh of Arizona; Mary Adams of Portola Valley; Thomas Walsh of Oregon; and Christopher Walsh of Encinitas;
as well as many grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Walsh’s ashes will be interred in a brief graveside service at 12:30 p.m. Jan. 27 at Miramar National Cemetery in San
Diego. Culver said his tombstone will be engraved with the words “Prince of a Fellow,” the beloved and fitting
nickname by which her father was known among family and friends since his boyhood days
© 2019 The San Diego Union-Tribune Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC

13 | P a g e

