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Washington: Yes Then No Income Tax
Residents of Washington were once hugely in favor of an income tax law, with 70% voting not once but twice
in favor of it, during the Great Depression. How popular was the income tax? Only 62% of voters wanted to
repeal Prohibition, which was on the same ballot. But when the law was challenged by well-off business
owners and got held up in the state supreme court, everyone had time to read the new income tax forms and
suddenly the law that many thought would be easily approved was deemed unconstitutional — and
Washingtonians voted against an income tax ever since.

1380 N US HWY 95 A STE 1

Resident Manager
DAKOTA
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JULY EVENTS
1 July - Post 37 meetings will be conducted at 7:00 pm Fernley Senior Center, Fernley NV.
4 July - 0900 Post Flag hand out Fernley 4th of July Parade (Big “R” Recruitment table)
4 July – Post Picnic 12pm - ? at 1150 Flint St. Fernley NV. RSVP if planning on attending to
pastcdr37@sbcglobal.net
22 July - Unaccompanied Ceremony 3:00 pm Northern Nevada Veterans Memorial Cemetery

There are currently four (4) accredited American Legion Veterans Service Officers in the
Department. If a Veteran or Dependent approaches a Nevada Legionnaire about assistance,
the requestor needs to only be given the Department Office phone number (702-382-2353).
American Legion Post 37 members Free Accidental Death & Dismemberment, enroll at
www.theLIT.com
CPAP MACHINE RECALL
If you and others that you know are using the below CPAP machine need to cease using it. Philips has a
recall on it and has advised to stop using it immediately. The foam that's used to quiet the motor is
breaking apart and creating some kind of substance that is known to create cancer. I spoke with the VA
this morning and they're awaiting word how they'll deal with this. They won't tell you to stop using it, but
they say to follow the instructions of PHILIPS.
Machine is: PHILIPS RESPIRONICS DREAMSTATION 1
It's white with two components
Serial Number is on tag starting after S/N
You need to get on the this website and insert all your information and S/N of the machine:
www.philips.com/src-update
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Congressman Mark Amode
Since the outbreak of COVID-19 in the United States, Congress has passed five separate bills totaling more
than $6 trillion in relief funding. A majority of these bills were bipartisan and sought to initiate a responsible and
comprehensive medical response, give small businesses the flexibility to care for their employees, and deliver
financial relief to families, businesses, disrupted industries, individuals, state and local governments, and
healthcare workers.
Following Nevada’s 2021 Economic Forum Forecast Report, which determines revenue projections that the
State Legislature uses to craft budgets for the next biennium, I wanted to take a closer look at the COVID
funding amounts Nevada has received over the last 16 months or so.

By the Numbers:

Every two years, the Governor proposes, and the Nevada State Legislature adopts, two one-year budgets.
Learn more about Nevada’s biennial budget for Fiscal Years (FY) 2019 through 2021 below.
Nevada’s Legislatively Approved Biennium budget: $25.75B for FY 2019-2021, roughly $13B per year



Governor Sisolak’s projected 2020 budget shortfall: $812M



Actual budget shortfall for 2020: $369M



Federal Funds to Nevada through Coronavirus Relief Fund (CARES Act) and the State Fiscal
Recovery Fund (American Rescue Plan): $3.98B

When it comes to Nevada’s economic recovery, it is a fair question to attempt to ascertain exactly what
amount of federal aid our local and state governments received, what their individual budget impacts were
from COVID (so far), and specifically what the federal funds were used for. Interestingly, the Governor’s office
recently announced Nevada is projected to recover faster than expected, with the Economic Forum revising its
two-year revenue calculation by $586.2M above its December projection.
The U.S. Treasury Department recently issued guidance on how Nevada can utilize the $2.7B in American
Rescue Plan funding it received. This funding is part of the $38B in federal relief funding Nevada has received
since March of last year.
It is now up to our city councils, county commissions, state legislators, and the Governor’s Administration to
determine how to responsibly spend this additional federal funding. While I assume all these folks are doing
what they think is best, I hope that at the end of the year, after having a chance to review what this $38B in
federal aid was specifically used for, that their work is considered to be strong. I do have some concerns that
some might be ascribing to the old theory of never wanting to waste a good emergency, because you can
receive funding that you never would have had during normal times. However, we’ll see what happens as we
continue to track exactly how these funds are being spent.
Continued page 6
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As we get into serious evaluation mode of proposed infrastructure packages, I would also hope that if there
were unused COVID relief dollar windfalls, that these would be targeted on a state and local basis so that
some pressure is taken off of the federal government when evaluating sources of funding—especially with the
added complication that “infrastructure” now appears to include “everything.”
Further, the President’s pending FY 2022 Budget request to Congress demonstrated a 16% increase in
spending, on top of the $6T in COVID relief allocated in the last 15 months. This will certainly ensure that
anyone seeking to have Congress believe that they are in dire straits as it relates to federal funding, has a lot
of explaining to do.

WASHINGTON WRAP-UP
Jobs Reports
Despite the more than 9 million job openings across the country, disappointing employment summaries from the
Department of Labor for the months of April and May indicated that extended unemployment programs are
becoming more of a long-term replacement for work, as opposed to something that needed to be temporary and
targeted.
The original intent of the unemployment insurance extensions included in the COVID relief packages passed by
Congress, was to provide temporary help to employees in the event their employer was forced to shut down due to
the pandemic. These programs were not meant to be a substitute from gainful employment. However, the reality of
the situation is that our nation’s small businesses are unable to compete when the federal government incentivizes
Americans to stay home.
If Congress continues to disincentivize work by passing misaligned economic incentives, Main Street businesses,
which are the backbone of our economy, will continue to suffer. Please know that I will continue working with my
colleagues in the House to support measures that encourage Americans to get back to work.

Republicans Welcome Rep. Stefanik to the Leadership Team
Last month, the House Republican Conference elected Congresswoman Elise Stefanik (NY-21) to replace
Congresswoman Liz Cheney (R-WY) as Chair of the House Republican Conference. I supported this transition, and
I’m looking forward to leadership that validates the concept of ‘us’, as opposed to one individual’s view of the
political landscape. Politics is a funny game to be in if you refuse to acknowledge that not everyone shares your
opinion. No animosity toward Congresswoman Cheney, but very few of us are helpful when we can only take stock
of our own views.

Continued page 7
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Sponsored Legislation
I introduced two bills last month: The Lake Tahoe Restoration Reauthorization Act and the National Strategic
and Critical Minerals Production Act. Learn more about each of these bills below:
H.R. 3132 – The Lake Tahoe Restoration Reauthorization Act: This legislation reauthorizes $415M in
funding through September 30, 2034 to reduce the threat of wildfire, improve water clarity, combat invasive
species, and restore the environment in the Lake Tahoe Basin. I’m proud to once again team up with the entire
Nevada Delegation and my colleagues from California on this important bipartisan initiative and look forward to
continuing to work together to protect the Tahoe Basin. Click here to view my full statement.
H.R. 3240 – The National Strategic and Critical Minerals Production Act: Critical and strategic minerals are
essential to the technologies that make our daily lives and economy work. Unfortunately, duplicative regulations
and bureaucratic inefficiencies have forced us to rely on foreign adversaries and competitors for critical
minerals, a dependency that threatens the security of our nation and economy. By streamlining the permitting
process, this legislation will decrease our dependency on foreign sources of minerals and allow us to leverage
our nation’s vast mineral resources while paying respect to economic, national security, and environmental
concerns. Click here to view my full statement.
Further, I was proud to co-lead H.R. 3779--The Reaching English Learners Act with Rep. Jim Langevin (RI02). This legislation amends the Higher Education Act to establish a competitive grant program for institutions
of higher education to partner with high-need school districts to develop training programs that will better equip
our teachers to work with non-native English-speaking students.

Biden’s Crises
As we head into a busy summer, there are six issue areas emerging as crisis points under the Biden
Administration and do not bode well. They include the Economic Crisis, Border Crisis, Energy Crisis, National
Security Crisis, Budget Crisis, and Crime Crisis. These crises are already showing up in our local
communities:


Nevada had the 3rd highest average gas prices in May at $3.66 behind Hawaii at $3.88 and California
at $4.15. One year ago, the average price in Nevada was just $2.54 and in January, the average for
Nevada was around $2.80.



Under the Biden-Harris administration, the southern border is open, with over 180,000 border
encounters in May -- a new 21-year record for illegal border crossings. Over 40,000 migrants from
outside of Mexico and Central America arrived in May, up from over 9,000 migrants in January.



Last week, the Consumer Price Index showed inflation increased by 5% in May -- the fastest pace in
13 years. Inflation and higher prices are the hallmarks of the Biden economy. In fact, core inflation,
including food and energy, increased at the fastest rate in 30 years. For additional information, please
visit my website at amodei.house.gov or Reno office: 775) 686-5760, or Elko office: (775) 777-7705..
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Legion, lawmakers urge Biden to evacuate Afghan allies ‘immediately’
As the withdrawal date for U.S. troops from Afghanistan looms, 18,000 Afghan interpreters awaiting Special
Immigrant Visas (SIV) face a grim future. They - along with their families - are being hunted by the Taliban as the
militant group attacks regions that have been under the control of the Afghan government. There are less than 100
days until the Sept. 11 withdrawal deadline, however it’s likely the last American servicemember will leave
Afghanistan earlier.
U.S. Reps. Mike Waltz, R-Fla., and Jason Crow, D-Colo., joined The American Legion on Capitol Hill on June 16 to
demand the U.S. government act immediately to evacuate the Afghans who assisted U.S. troops. These Afghan
allies served alongside American forces at great risk to themselves and their families. In exchange for their service,
they were promised a pathway to a future in the United States. By not honoring this promise, the U.S. government is
signing their
death warrants.
Nick Riffle, a policy advisor for The American Legion’s National Security Division, served two tours during the
deadliest years of war in Afghanistan. From 2009 to 2011, he served with 1st Battalion, 6th Marines as a designated
marksman and infantry team leader.
“During my time in country, I saw many interpreters come and go, he said” “some fled, others were abducted, and
many were killed while serving with me and other American troops in combat. They left behind friends and family not
knowing if they could ever return in search of a better life once they helped the Americans and coalition forces.
Riffel recalled how many Afghan allies would wear face masks to conceal their identity because they feared
retaliation from the Taliban that could lead to the deaths of their loved ones.
“Many Afghan interpreters served honorably for more than 24 months with their lives in imminent danger alongside
frontline combat troops,” he said. “One of which I served with from 2009 to 2010. He was killed in 2013, with pictures
of his dead body posted to his Facebook.” He was waiting his visa at the time of his death.
“We cannot hesitate to pull out all of our interpreters that meet the requirements for the Special Immigrant Visas,”
Riffel said. “We strongly encourage the U.S. government to fulfill their obligation to our heroic Afghan interpreters by
keeping our Afghan allies safe.”
Continued page 9
Crow served in the U.S. Army as a paratrooper and an Army Ranger, serving three combat tours in Iraq and
Afghanistan. He said he owes a debt of gratitude to the Afghan men and women who served alongside him.
“It’s not an exaggeration for me to say that I may not be here today, standing in front of you,” Crow said, “had it not
been for brave Afghan and Iraqi interpreters who stood by me, fought with me shoulder to shoulder, warned me of
risks, and helped us get our mission done.”
He called the urgent evacuation of Afghan interpreters a “moral imperative.”
“The American handshake has to mean something,” Crow said. “We are strong as a country, not just because of the
number of tanks and planes we have, or our carrier battle groups. We are strongest when we have friends. We are
strongest when we join arms with our allies and partners, and we address threats together.
“For that to happen, people need to know that the American handshake matters, that we will stand by them through
thick and thin. We will have future conflicts and adversaries. And those future partners are watching now how we
treat our current ones.”
For Crow and others who have served alongside these men and women, it’s personal.
“The 18,000 Afghans that are waiting in line … for us, the numbers have names. They have faces. And they have
families.”

Continued page 9
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Continued from page 9

Waltz served multiple combat tours in Afghanistan as a Green Beret. He called out the president and his
administration for not acting immediately.
“Like my friend and colleague, Jason Crow, I would likely not be here if it had not been for the actions of a brave
interpreter that stood with me in combat, shoulder to shoulder against the Taliban.”
They risked their lives and their families’ lives to stand against extremism and serve alongside American forces, he
added.
“How many future Afghan families, how many great American contributions will we not have if President Biden
doesn’t act, and doesn’t act now,” said Waltz. “If he does not act and does not get these people out, blood with be
on his hands and his administration’s hands.”
“The time for talk and debate is over. The Defense Department is accelerating its withdrawal and plans to be out far
sooner than September 11. We are closing our only air base in just a few weeks,” Waltz added. “We have a moral
and national security obligation to get these people out. Evacuate them now. We’ve done it before, and we can do it
again.”

9|P a g e

V OLUME

18

ISSUES

7

House passes Legion-supported repeal of 2002 military authorization for Iraq war
In a strong bipartisan vote on Thursday, June 17, the House voted to repeal the military authorization for the U.S.led invasion of Iraq in 2003 in what supporters’ hope will be the first of several legislative steps by this Congress to
end America’s decades long wars in the Middle East. Lawmakers are framing it as a first step in a broader effort to
claw back presidential war powers.
The House voted 268-161 to scrap the 2002 authorization for the use of military force (AUMF), with supporters of
the repeal arguing the nearly 20-year-old law is outdated and no longer necessary. Only one Democrat, Rep. Elaine
Luria (Va.), voted against scrapping the authorization, while 49 GOP lawmakers did vote to repeal it.
The war authorization was initially passed by Congress to allow the U.S military to go after former President
Saddam Hussein's regime in Iraq, though it has occasionally been used to bolster the legal rationale for other
military engagements in recent years.
“Repeal can prevent our country from entering another protected protracted engagement under this outdated
authority,” Rep. Barbara Lee (D-Calif.), the sponsor of the repeal bill, said Thursday. “We can't afford to leave this in
place indefinitely. For two decades, it has been in place. This is our opportunity to restore our constitutional role.”
The House previously voted to repeal the 2002 AUMF last congressional session, but the effort went nowhere in the
Senate, which at the time was controlled by Republicans. This time, though, momentum appears to be building
toward getting the repeal to the president’s desk.
On Wednesday, Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) announced his support for repealing the 2002
AUMF and vowed to hold a vote in his chamber this year. The Biden administration has also come out in support of
repealing the 2002 AUMF, with the White House saying in a statement this week it backs Lee’s bill because “the
United States has no ongoing military activities that rely solely on the 2002 AUMF as a domestic legal basis, and
repeal of the 2002 AUMF would likely have minimal impact on current military operations.”
“It is a rare thing to see an administration explicitly endorse a narrowing of its own authority, especially when it
comes to the powers of the commander-in-chief. This statement by the Biden administration clearly supporting the
repeal of the 2002 Iraq AUMF is an acknowledgment that open-ended war authorizations carry a real potential for
abuse,” Diana Ohlbaum, senior strategist for the Quaker lobby group, the Friends Committee on National
Legislation, said in a statement. “This is an essential first step towards changing the environment of never-ending
and ever-expanding wars.”
Efforts to repeal the 2002 AUMF were revived this year amid a push to rein in presidential war powers after
President Biden ordered an airstrike on Iran-backed militias in Syria in February in retaliation for militia attacks on
U.S. personnel in Iraq.
Supporters of repealing the 2002 authorization see it as a first step as they work to replace the broader 2001 AUMF,
which authorized military action against the perpetrators of the 9/11 terrorist attacks but has since been used to
justify military action in more than a dozen countries against disparate terrorist groups.
“Our vote this morning to repeal the 2002 AUMF is not about relitigating our past. Rather, repealing this outdated
authorization is about planning strategically for our future,” House Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman Gregory
Meeks (D-N.Y.) said. “It is about Congress reclaiming its constitutional obligation to weigh in on matters of war and
peace.”
Repealing the 2002 bill is expected to be the easy part of the effort, though, as agreement on what to replace the
2001 authorization with remains elusive. While there is bipartisan agreement the 2001 AUMF is outdated, past
congressional efforts on a replacement have all stalled amid partisan fights over the details, including whether to
impose limits on time, geography and types of force.
Continued on page 11
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In a boost for those who want to curb presidential war powers, the Biden administration has said it is willing to work
with Congress on a more narrow war authorization, though there will still likely be wrangling over the details.
“In working with the Congress on repealing and replacing other existing authorizations of military force, the
administration seeks to ensure that the Congress has a clear and thorough understanding of the effect of any such
action and of the threats facing U.S. forces, personnel and interests around the world,” the White House said in its
statement this week. “As the administration works with the Congress to reform AUMFs, it will be critical to maintain
the clear authority to address threats to the United States’ national interests with appropriately decisive and effective
military action.”
Momentum is building for full congressional repeal of the 2002 authorization. The Senate Foreign Relations
Committee is scheduled to hold a markup on June 22 of bipartisan legislation from Sens. Tim Kaine, D-Va., and
Todd Young, R-Ind., that would repeal both the 2002 AUMF as well as the 1991 Gulf War military authorization.
“I am grateful to finally see action on repealing these outdated AUMFs — an issue that has long been important to
me,” Kaine said in a Wednesday statement. “So much has changed since 1991 and 2002: Saddam Hussein’s
regime is gone; the Gulf and Iraq Wars are over; and Iraq is now a close security partner who should not be labeled
an enemy state.”
Lawrence Montreuil, Legislative Director The American Legion (202) 263-2981
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How to Make the Payment of Your Final Paycheck Easier for Your Loved Ones
After you pass away, a one-time payment of your final paycheck is made to a beneficiary. This is called
your Arrears of Pay (AOP).
In most cases, the Arrears of Pay will be only the pro-rated amount of your final month’s retirement pay. This is
because your entitlement to retirement pay ends on the date of your death.
When your death is reported, DFAS will reclaim your final month's pay and audit your account. The amount of the
payment owed to you will then be computed (based on the number of days in the month you were alive) and paid to
your AOP beneficiary, along with any other money owed to you at the time of your death.
To receive this payment, your AOP beneficiary will need to send us a claim form. When we receive word of your
death, this claim form will be sent in a condolence package to the AOP beneficiary you designated for your account.
The importance of designating your AOP beneficiary
It’s very important that you designate a beneficiary or beneficiaries in your retired pay account for your Arrears of
Pay, and that you keep that information current.
Unless otherwise noted, your AOP beneficiary will also be the person we contact for assistance in closing your
account, so it is important to designate a person you trust to handle your affairs.
Failing to designate an AOP beneficiary and keep their contact information current could cause stress and financial
hardship for your survivors during an already difficult time, because the final payment could be delayed.
When no beneficiary is named, the payment is made to the highest person in what is known as the "Order of
Precedence." The Order of Precedence is the federally mandated order of inheritance that applies to legacies
without a designated beneficiary. It can take many months to locate your survivors, identify who comes highest in
the Order of Precedence, and then make the payment.
That's why having a current, correct and complete beneficiary designation on file is important to prevent delays or
errors in your arrears payment.
We also suggest you limit the number of your AOP beneficiaries to avoid delays in payment. Remember that the
AOP payment is usually less than one month’s pay, and this amount will be divided among all of your designated
beneficiaries.
Keep in mind that designating a sole beneficiary in your will does not automatically make that person your AOP
beneficiary.
Also, the AOP designation does not entitle the person named as a beneficiary(s) to a Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP)
annuity. A separate SBP election must be made to cover the desired individual for SBP purposes.
Telling your loved ones what to expect
In the difficult days after your passing, your loved ones will need to notify a long list of people and agencies.
We try to make the process a bit easier by offering an online notification of death form on our website.
Your loved ones can access the online notification form from several different links at the Retired Military &
Annuitants area of our website at: https://www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary
Your loved one can also call our Customer Care Center at 800-321-1080.
Continued on page 13
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When your loved one has notified us, they will receive a condolence package in the mail that will include information
and the form to claim Arrears of Pay (SF 1174), as well as the information and form to apply for the Survivor Benefit
Plan annuity (if you elected to provide it). This package should arrive in the mail within 30 days after we are notified.
It’s important for your loved ones to know that they will also need to provide a copy of the certificate of death with
these forms.
It’s also important to note that the final 1099-R for your retired pay account is not issued until we receive and
process the Arrears of Pay. Your loved one will need that 1099-R to file tax forms, so it is important they submit a
claim for the Arrears of Pay promptly.
New tools to make claiming Arrears of Pay easier
We know that taking care of the paperwork after someone passes away is difficult.
We want to make the process as easy as possible. That’s why we created a new set of tools to make filling out
and submitting the SF 1174 (for claiming Arrears of Pay when a retiree passes away) quicker and easier.
The tools include:
Our SF 1174 PDF Form Wizard makes filling out the form easier
For spouses or children of a deceased retiree, the SF 1174 Form Wizard will help them fill out the SF 1174 Arrears
of Pay form. The form wizard will ask a series of questions and fill in the answers in the appropriate areas of the
form. When they have finished answering the questions, they can click a button to generate a ready-to-print PDF
with the answers.
We also have a How-To Checklist and How-To Video available to assist claimants in filling out the SF 1174 form.
Online upload option to submit the SF 1174 and documents on our website with Status Notifications
Claimants can submit the completed and signed SF 1174 and required documentation through askDFAS on the
DFAS.mil website, which is also accessible on a mobile browser.
Plus, when they upload the SF 1174 and documentation through askDFAS, they will receive status
notifications via the email address they provide (see the Status Notifications Roll Out in 2021 article in this issue).
Direct deposit for Arrears of Pay payments
We can now deposit an Arrears of Pay (AOP) payment directly to an eligible claimant’s bank account instead of
mailing a check. Direct deposit can reduce the time it takes to receive the payment. To have an AOP payment
direct deposited to their bank account, the claimant needs to send a completed Direct Deposit Authorization (DFASCL Form 1059) with their SF 1174. This form is available for download from the
webpage: https://www.dfas.mil/retireeaop
SF 1174 Wizard, how-tos, and instructions online
The tools and more information are be available on the Forms page on our
website: https://www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary/forms or on the “How to Claim a Retiree’s Arrears of Pay Using the SF
1174” webpage, which has specific instructions and links to frequently asked
questions: https://www.dfas.mil/retireeaop
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