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If a person served in the US military after1994, a DNA sample was taken and
retained for identification purposes. The sample is not routinely destroyed
upon discharge or retirement. It might be useful for your family to know
about this policy in the event you are killed and have no ID, your fingers
were damaged, burned, removed, and your teeth all missing, so that your
body can be identified, but consider that purposes change, rules change, etc.
Alternate source of you DNA might be more quickly obtained from hair on
your comb at your house and other DNA traces available that your NOK can
provide faster than the official government sample. Currently the Department
of Defense will provide the DNA sample as a result of a court order but
consider that purposes change, rules change, etc. So who knows who may be
able to access your DNA in the future. Per DoD Instruction 5154.30, Section
3.c.(1), dated December 29, 2015, individual specimen samples will be
destroyed at the request of the donor following the conclusion by the donor of
completed military service or other applicable relationship to the DoD. To be
eligible, a service member must have completed their military service
obligation verified by the Defense Eligibility Enrollment and Records System
(DEERS) and DD Form 214. A request must be made in writing and include:
 Service members name
 Social security number
 Date of birth
 Branch of service or civilian status (if applicable), and
 Mailing address.
For clarification, ‘conclusion of service’ means you must have either no
military status (no reserve obligation remaining, not in the National Guard,
(completely separated, usually 8 years after enlistment) or since a retiree is
assigned to the Retired Reserve (you must be age 60 or age 62 for special
branches). Special branches are Doctor (Medical Officer) and Lawyer (Legal
Officer). All requests must include a copy of the service member's DD
Form214 verifying separation and end of service obligation. Send service
member specimen destruction requests to:
AFMES/AFRSSIR, ATTN: AFRSSIR Specimen Destruction Request, 115
Purple Heart Drive, Dover Air Force Base, DE 19902.
[Source: DoD Instruction 5154.30 | Niels Zussblatt | May 22, 2019 ++]
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MONTHLY MEETING FIRST THURSDAY @ 7PM
*****FERNLEY SENIOR CENTER*****
1170 W. NEWLANDS DRIVE
FERNLEY, NEVADA 89408

NEVADA ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE
FREE LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO VETERANS
RENO VA MEDICAL CENTER
975 KIRMAN AVE., RENO, NV
L1927 AND L1929 10:00-2:00
CHECK IN BY NOON
July 12-13, 2019
November 1-2, 2019
AWARDED DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BEST PRO BONO PROGRAM IN THE
COUNTRY

Family Law • Bankruptcy • Landlord/Tenant/Public Benefits
Consumer Law/Protection • Veterans' Benefits • Wills • Powers of Attorney
For more information, please call 775-684-1100
Or visit us at ww.nvagomia.nv.gov
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Military Records/DD-214
► "Emergency" Requests and Deadlines
If your request is urgent (for example, upcoming surgery, a
funeral, etc.) tell NDAA the nature of the emergency and your
deadline in the "Comments" section of eVetRecs
(https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records)
or in the "Purpose" section of the Standard Form (SF) 180,
Request Pertaining to Military Records. Fax your request to
NDAA’a Customer Service Team at 314- 801-0764.
Call NDAA’s customer service staff at 314-801-0800 if you
have questions or require same-day service. Due to the large
number of calls received at this number, hold times are often
long. However, once you reach a technician, he or she will be
happy to assist you with emergency service.
If your burial request involves interment at a Department of
Veterans Affairs National Cemetery, contact the National
Cemetery Scheduling Office at 800-535-1117 or visit the
National Cemetery Administration website
https://www.cem.va.gov/cem/burial_benefits. We work
directly with the Veterans Affairs staff to obtain records to
verify service for burial benefits. If the veteran is not going to
be interred at a National Cemetery, the requester may fax the
SF-180 or signature page from eVetRecs (including signature
of the next of kin and proof of death) to the Customer Service
Team at 314-801-0764.
[Source: NDAA | May 22, 2019 ++]

Read the Department Newsletter http://www.nevadalegion.org/index.php?id=17
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JUNE EVENTS

6 June - Post Executive Meeting 6 pm - Post Meeting 7 pm Fernley Senior Center
8 June - District 4 Meeting 10:00 am – Post 37 Hosting
14 June - Flag Day
15 June - Flag Retirement Northern Nevada Veterans Memorial Cemetery 9:00 am
16 June - Father’s Day
18 June – Meet & Greet National Cmdr. at Post 30 in Sparks, NV see page 10
27 June - Unaccompanied Ceremony 3:00 pm Northern Nevada Veterans Cemetery
29 June - Gold Star Memorial Dedication 3:00 pm Northern Nevada Veterans Home, Sparks, NV.
29-30 June – Department Convention Laughlin, NV. Riverside Hotel/Casino
American Legion Post 37 members Free Accidental Death & Dismemberment, enroll at www.theLIT.com
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VA Caregiver Program ► Falling Enrollment in Program Raises Concerns
As Veterans Affairs officials prepare for a massive expansion of caregiver stipends later this year, lawmakers are
expressing concern that the department still can’t administer the current program properly, leaving many participating
families confused and frustrated. A new analysis from the office of Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA) found that more than
30 percent of individuals enrolled in VA’s Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers have dropped
out of the system over the last two years, a figure she calls “disturbing.” The program provides several thousands of
dollars a months to some families caring for veterans who served after 9/11.
In the last eight years, VA officials have approved more than 40,000 caregiver applications, but only 19,295 were
actively participating in the program at the start of April this year. In eight states - Hawaii, Delawar Maryland, Nevada,
Oregon, Tennessee, and Vermont — enrollment has dropped by more than half since the start of
2017. In a statement, VA officials disputed those figures, saying the data “includes many intervals of care, including
approvals and/or removals and multiple caregiver assignments over time for the same veteran, so it’s not the best
measure of program participation.” They noted that of the 8,000-plus individuals who have been removed from the
program since 2017, nearly one-third have been voluntary withdrawals. The total of disenrolled veterans also includes
individuals who have been institutionalized or passed away.
Last year, VA Secretary Robert Wilkie ordered a moratorium on clinical eligibility discharges and reductions in
benefits levels for participants in the caregiver program after reports of numerous families being improperly booted
from the program. VA spokesman Curt Cashour said that order remains in effect today. Murray praised that move but
remains unconvinced that it solved all the problems with veterans falling out of the program, asserting that the new
figures raise “many serious questions about how the VA is working to ensure the caregivers program is ready to serve
even more of our veterans by the upcoming deadline” this fall.
One segment of the veteran population that hasn’t been served under this program are older veterans, a point of
tension since it became law in 2010. Last year, as part of the VA Mission Act, lawmakers included a phased entry into
the program for those older generations. Starting this fall, veterans who sustained a serious military-related injury before
May 7, 1975, will be eligible for the payouts. All remaining veterans are scheduled to become eligible in fall 2021. The
staggered expansion is designed to minimize disruption on the system. Officials estimate expansion could grant
monthly stipends to more than 41,000 new veteran families in coming years, more than double the current number of
stipend recipients.
But last week, during a House Veterans’ Affairs Committee hearing on the topic, lawmakers from both parties
questioned whether VA’s information technology systems would be ready for the fall deadline, and whether the
department has learned from past problems with the caregiver program. “In 2014, the (Government Accountability
Office) released a report highlighting the degree of ineptitude of the IT system supporting the caregiver program and
recommended VA pursue a replacement system,” said Rep. Julia Brownley (D-CA) and chairwoman of the committee’s
health panel. “Five years later, nothing has changed.” Several other panel members questioned whether the expansion
could overwhelm and collapse the current system. VA officials promised they are working on solutions.
Veterans Health Administration Acting Principal Deputy Under Secretary for Health Steven Lieberman told the
committee he is confident the department will meet the fall deadline for expansion but “we will not expand the program
until we are certain that our obligations for eligible veterans and caregivers are met.” Murray, who has been a vocal
advocate of the program in recent years, promised close oversight to ensure more families benefits aren’t disrupted.
Full certification of the new information technology program and the expansion to the next group of caregivers is
scheduled for 1 OCT.
[Source: MilitaryTimes | Leo Shane III | May 29, 2019 ++]e, Kentucky,

]
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U.S. Space Force ► HAC Will Not Support DoD’s Funding Request
The House Appropriations Committee (HAC) says it will not support DoD’s $72.4 million request to establish a Space
Force headquarters, and wants the Pentagon to study alternative options. The committee is scheduled to mark up the
defense bill on 21 MAY. The draft report accompanying the committee’s proposed fiscal year 2020 defense spending bill
notes that the decision to not back the $72 million request should not be read as a complete rejection of the idea of
establishing a Space Force. “The Committee recommendation does not fully fund the request to establish the proposed
Space Force,” says the draft report obtained by SpaceNews. “The Committee makes this decision without prejudice and
includes funds for the Department to examine and refine alternative organizational options that will streamline the
management and decision-making process and minimize overhead cost and bureaucracy.”
The House and Senate Armed Services Committees are reviewing the administration’s Space Force legislative proposal
and considering whether to authorize the new service in the 2020 National Defense Authorization Act.
Appropriators are not policy makers. Only the HASC and SASC can authorize DoD to establish a new military service.
But it’s up to the House and Senate Appropriations Committees to fund the new branch and decide how much.
Defense officials have said they estimate the Space Force will cost no more than $2 billion over five years but have not
provided detailed analysis to back that up, according to congressional officials. The Senate Armed Services Committee
has done due diligence and directed the Congressional Budget Office to analyze the future costs of the Space Force, U.S.
Space Command and the Space Development Agency. The CBO in a report laid out a number of scenarios. On the Space
Force, it projects costs significantly higher than $2 billion over five years. The Pentagon has challenged those estimates.
vDoD has proposed legislation to establish the Space Force as a separate service within the Department of the Air Force,
with an Undersecretary for Space and a Chief of Staff for Space. “While the Committee appreciates the intent of the
proposal, the plan leaves many unanswered questions and lacks important details and supporting analysis to justify the
proposed size, scope, cost, roles, and authorities for the new military service.”
Appropriators say in the draft report that they support DoD efforts to advance the military’s space capabilities but are not
convinced that requires setting up a new military branch. “The Committee is very concerned with the rapid advances
potential adversaries are making to develop capabilities that threaten United States space assets on orbit,” the report says.
The committee “understands that this is an urgent problem that will require the Department to reorient its strategies,
organizational constructs, and program priorities to meet the reality of these threats.” However, the report notes that it is
“fully within the Department’s current authority to make space a higher priority without creating a new military service
and is not persuaded that the specific plan proposed justifies the additional overhead cost and disruption across the
Department.”
The HAC’s defense subcommittee last week agreed to give DoD $15 million to further study how a space service could
be organized. Space policy analyst Marcia Smith noted that the House Appropriations defense bill is moving faster than
HASC action on the NDAA, which is creating “a bit of confusion regarding the status of the Space Force debate.” The
defense subcommittee could have approved the $72.4 million request contingent upon the passage of authorization
legislation, but it did not, Smith wrote. “Their action is viewed as lukewarm support for the idea, at best.” House
appropriations did approve DoD’s $83 million request to establish a unified combatant command for space, the United
States Space Command. The committee “believes the command is an important step in strengthening the operational focus
and emphasis on protecting and defending national space capabilities. The Committee
recommendation fully funds the United States Space Command at the requested level.”
On the Space Development Agency, the committee backs defense appropriators’ recommendations to seek more specific
details on the SDA’s space projects. “While the Committee is generally supportive of the concept of the Space
Development Agency, the Committee is concerned that this effort may create a parallel space program that will overlap
and duplicate existing programs and missions in the Air Force.” DoD requested $149 million in 2020 to create a new
Space Development Agency within the office of the undersecretary of defense for research and engineering.
(Continued on page 7)
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“The Committee recognizes the need for rapid development and fielding of space assets to meet the current threat
environment as outlined by the National Defense Strategy,” the draft report says. The committee recommends including a
“legislative provision requiring the Space Development Agency and the Air Force to work together to define a unified and
integrated space architecture and clarify roles and responsibilities.”
Other space-related provisions
National security space launch — The House Appropriations Committee in the draft report commends the Air Force
for its launch procurement strategy to increase competition and eliminating its reliance on Russian rocket engines.
“The national security space launch program is going through a critical transition as it phases out legacy launch
systems and considers a variety of new and upgraded rockets to meet the full slate of national security mission
requirements,” the report says. The committee also said it is concerned with the “significant level of technical and
programmatic risk this transition entails, including risk of a potential gap if any of the new, unproven rockets develop
problems or experience setbacks.” Appropriators agreed to fully fund the Air Force’s request for the National Security
Space Launch program and “urges the Secretary of the Air Force to proceed expeditiously with its strategy in order to
minimize the risk of a gap in assured access to space.”
Satellite communications — The draft report calls for a restructuring the military’s satellite communications
programs. “The current military satellite communications architecture comprises independently designed, purposebuilt
spacecraft; ground systems; and user terminals intended to meet differing mission requirements for strategic,
wideband, and narrowband communications,” says the report. In fiscal year 2019, the Secretaries of the Army, Navy,
and Air Force were tasked with developing an integrated architecture and acquisition strategy for wideband and
narrowband communications and were directed to consider both government and commercial systems, user terminals,
and network capabilities. The committee encourages the Secretaries of the Navy and the Air Force to consider
transferring responsibility for future narrowband satellite communications systems from the Navy to the Air Force to
help create an integrated communications architecture.
Missile warning satellites — Appropriators question the strategy for the Next Generation Overhead Persistent Infrared
(OPIR) program. The 2020 budget seeks nearly $1.4 billion, an increase of $752 million above the 2019 enacted level.
The committee cut DoD’s request by $201 million. It agrees with DoD that there is an “urgent need to field a more
resilient capability against growing space threats.” But in the report they raise flags about the “rapid budget growth
and the Air Force strategy of relying on significant reprogramming requests to keep the program on schedule.” The
committee questions whether the use of fast-prototyping authorities given to DoD under Section 804 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 is appropriate for this program. The committee also asked DoD to
provide a long-term strategy for missile defense and hypersonic defense. The committee “views the current Next
Generation Overhead Persistent Infrared Block O program as an important interim step to a currently undefined, but
much needed, future comprehensive OPIR architecture,” the report said. It included a legislative provision requiring
the Space Development Agency and the Air Force to lay out a plan to develop a “unified and integrated space
architecture.” [Source: SpaceNews | Sandra Erwin | May 19, 2019 ++]
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The United States Mint has begun accepting orders for the 2019 American Legion 100th Anniversary
Commemorative Coin Program Product options and pricing are below.
PRODUCT

PRODUCT

INTRO PRICE

REGULAR

CODE

OPTION

19CJ

Gold Proof Coin

Per Grid Less $5

Per Grid Less $5

19CK

Gold Uncirculated Coin

Per Grid Less $5

Per Grid Less $5

19CL

Silver Proof Coin

$54.95

$59.95

19CM

Silver Uncirculated Coin

$51.95

$56.95

19CN

Clad Proof Coin

$27.95

$32.95

19CP

Clad Uncirculated Coin

$25.95

$30.95

19CR

Three-Coin Proof Set

Per Grid

Per Grid

PRICE

The US Mint is pricing the gold coins according to its “Pricing of Numismatic Gold, Commemorative Gold,
and Platinum Products” table at https://catalog.usmint.gov/coins/gold-coins/. Introductory prices were in
effect until April 15, 2019 at 3: P.M EST, after which regular pricing took effect. Orders for the gold coins
was limited to two per household for the first 24-hours of sales.
Later this year, the Mint will offer a limited edition American Legion Silver Dollar and American Veterans
Medal Set (product code 19CQ) consisting of one American Legion Proof Silver Dollar and one 99.9%
American Veterans silver medal. This set is limited to 10,000 units. The medal in this set will be struck in
silver only for this set and will not be struck in silver again. A bronze version of the medal will be available in
the future. More information regarding the Veterans Medal set will be sent out later this year.
The American Legion 100th Anniversary Commemorative Coin Act (Public Law 115–65) authorizes the
United States Mint to strike and issue up to 50,000 $5 Gold Coins, 400,000 Silver Dollar Coins, and 750,000
Clad Half Dollar Coins. Coin prices include surcharges of $35 for each gold coin, $10 for each $1 silver coin
and $5 for each half-dollar coin. The law requires the Mint to pay the surcharges collected from sales to The
American Legion to support the Legion’s programs for veterans, members of the Armed Forces, and other
purposes specified by the authorizing legislation. please visit www.legion.org/coin or call 1-800-USA-MINT
(872-6468) to order your coins. If you have additional questions, please contact Scott Miller, Marketing
Director, at smiller@legion.org.
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GI Bill Update ► Disabled Vet Student Loan Forgiveness
Attorneys general from 47 U.S. states on 24 MAY called on Education Secretary Betsy DeVos to forgive more
than $1billion of student loans burdening more than 42,000 veterans who became permanently disabled through
their military service. Led by New Jersey Democrat Gurbir Grewal and Utah Republican Sean Reyes, the
attorneys general said in a 24 MAY letter there they welcomed federal efforts to make loan discharges easier to
obtain, but said the Department of Education should develop an automatic process to forgive loans rather than
require veterans to apply for loan discharges.
They said fewer than 9,000 eligible veterans had applied for loan discharges as of April 2018, and more than
25,000 veterans were in default. “The current approach is inadequate,” the letter said. “The cost of education for
our disabled veterans today is soaring, and it would be of great benefit to those who are burdened by these
crushing debts to obtain relief without arduous compliance requirements.” Attorneys general for the District of
Columbia and three U.S. territories also signed the letter.
In a statement, the Department of Education said it recognized the sacrifices that veterans make for their
country and did not want to cause “unintended consequences” for them. But the department said it was
important for veterans to be fully informed before making decisions about their loans, including whether
discharges might boost their tax bills or make it harder to borrow for education later. “While ‘automatic
discharge’ may seem like a simple solution, there are long-term impacts we want all veterans to have the chance
to consider before their loans are discharged,” the department said.
The attorneys general, in their letter to DeVos, addressed the tax issue, saying federal and most state tax laws
exclude loan discharges for disabled borrowers from taxable income. In 2008, President George W. Bush signed
a law deeming veterans who are “permanently and totally disabled” eligible for loan discharges when the
Department of Veterans Affairs decides they have become “unemployable” because of service-related
conditions. Friday’s letter said loan forgiveness for disabled veterans has bipartisan support in Congress and
among veterans’ groups. The letter was sent three days before the Memorial Day holiday honoring members of
the military. “We now urge the department to take action to better protect those who once protected the nation,”
the letter said. “Our veterans deserve nothing less.” [Source: Reuters | Jonathan Stempe | May 24, 2019 ++]
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Meet & Greet Dinner
with

The American Legion National Commander
Brett Reistad

During his Official Visit to the State of Nevada
To be Held at

The American Legion Duby Reid Post 30 Hall
730 Fourth Street, Sparks, Nevada 89432
on

Tuesday, June 18th, 2019
Casual Attire

(Please no Jeans, Shorts, T-Shirts, or Flip Flops)

Dinner starting at 6 pm
This is a FREE Roast Chicken Dinner
Catered by

Savory Catering
(The Owner of the Reno Famous Dave’s BBQ)
Menu: Roast Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Salad, & Dessert
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Memorial Day 2019 Norther Nevada Veterans Memorial Cemetery
Governor Sisolak was one of two keynote speakers at the ceremony honoring military service members who
died both in battle and well after their service ended.

Sisolak's speech focused on women service members, including Nevadan Doris Howard, a 99-year-old retired
U.S. Navy nurse who survived a Kamikaze attack aboard the USS Comfort in World War II. Doris and her son
visited our Post meeting on 2 May 2019 and was a joy to meet. She was supposed to attend the Memorial Day
service at the Northern Nevada Veterans Memorial Cemetery, however the weather and a cold complication
interrupted her attending to see her story you can visit her personal website at https://www.dorishoward.vet/
Her story follows:
"A ship would be berthed to our starboard. Then the ship would no longer be there. Gone. A deafening
explosion. Water shooting so very high into the air. It took only an instant for the ship to sink below the water
and be lost. We didn't see how there could be any survivors. Then the same would happen to our port side. We
hung on for dear life as the ship herself seemed to fight being overturned.” Hidden on the off-limits deck, Doris
and Mary would look out on the war. As far as the eye could see lines of ambulances stretched from the
horizon, filled with dead and dying "boys" as they called them for, to those 22-year-olds, that's what far too
many of them were.
From the faraway hilltop behind which the battle raged, the line of red-crossed trucks queued their way to reach the
gangway of the Comfort, each truck filled with the prostrate.
Medics were busy at the gangway hauling onboard stretchers and those who could no longer walk on their own. As the
ambulance drove away another took its place instantly, endlessly, until the ship was full to capacity, though the line of
ambulances from the gangway to the far-away hill never diminished. When the Comfort drew in her gangways and left for
hospitals in the South Pacific at Guam, Australia, New Guinea, Hawaii, the ship left the line of trucks behind.
Among the nurse, doctor and military crew friends that Lt. Gardner had made onboard, the Chaplain, Father Weilandt, had
been the talk of the ship. The kindest man many had ever known, he had a special nature rarely seen in people. He left the
relatively care-free, mid-state California mission--where his grave is still marked--to volunteer for the "war effort."
Talk had gone around the ship of recommending the man for sainthood once the ship was stateside. He worked some
magical power of love among the wounded and those who cared for them.
Doris, a petite 5 feet tall, 90 pound and comely woman, soon became well known and friends with many onboard.
Officers were asking her for dates at every chance. She and her girlfriends devised a plan. Say yes to all the men. Go out
with the first to arrive. When the others came the other girls would be ready to go.
But of lasting friendship Mom has said, "You met a man in those days, shook his hand and looked him in the eye, but only
for a moment. It was always in the back of your head that he could be gone in an instant."
"You loved your girlfriends. You knew all would be safe onboard. A hospital ship, at least, is a safe haven."
It was not.
(Continued page 12)
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On the night of 28 April 1945, the ship's second trip to the bay, the Comfort drew up her gangways with more than full
complement of wounded and dying. Her capacity was overstretched, adding hundreds more than she was built for. The
battle was relentless in producing the wounded and dying. The surgery was, as it had been for days, working hard at the
business of lopping off in amputation; sewing on in rescue; extracting bullets, shrapnel and embedded earth; attempting to
relieve the sustained torture of severe burns.
The ship "set sail" and began to exit the bay.
The Comfort was an obviously new ship as observed by any who saw her. She was brightly painted and lit up at night in
the prescribed manner "like a Christmas tree." And she was no stranger to being the target of combat.
In the battle of San Bernardino Straits, the Comfort had been caught between two forces firing on each other and was
strafed by Japanese fighter planes. This danger was another reason being on-deck was off-limits during the war. Luckily,
in that instance, the ship bore no casualties of its own, but it was becoming clearer, hospital ships were no longer
protected by international law. The whispering onboard was that it was just a matter of time before the ship, too, would be
hit and likely left to sink as other ships had gone down around them.
One morning months earlier, when Doris went on duty as the Comfort left the Leyte campaign in the Philippines with
wounded, she was told by the ship's navigator a Japanese torpedo had narrowly missed the ship during the night. Had it
struck they surely would have sunk.
The U.S.S. Comfort was becoming more vulnerable. Would they remain lit as prescribed by hospital ship behavior in
international rules of war, or would they go dark and hide?
Nightly they withdrew from the beaches at Okinawa, remaining alight far out in the bay so as neither to risk themselves
near battle, nor to endanger other ships by bathing them with their candlepower.
The coming and going proved to be too much for the ship and the Comfort stayed in harbor overnight, their lights out.
The ship's surgery, ablaze twenty-four hours a day with ongoing shifts of nurses and surgeons, was protected deep
inside the interior of the ship. Its lights did not jeopardize the safety of the ship.
The floating hospital, now loaded with the compromised, made their way out of harm's way. As they set out to sea,
they passed the ships at harbor that were darkened for protection. Within half-an-hour they lit up to "full brilliance,"
the Comfort's six large red crosses broadcasting "safe harbor" as it left behind the darkened bay awash with death and
machines of war.
The ship enjoyed a tranquil journey on the water, though inside her the medical crew was running full steam to treat
and relieve the most wounded of the battle. Under a full moon the hospital ship moved gracefully, its crew and cargo
glad to be leaving the tragic battle. They were headed to the land-hospital on Guam. An observer later wrote the ship
was "lit up like a great city with a Red Cross in large letters" at its center.
Having survived torpedo’s, bombings and battle, no one expected at this stage that the red cross along her side, amidships,
was about to become a target.
Now out to sea, an hour behind continued the largest sea-land-air battle in history and the last battle of World War II, the
battle of Okinawa. In three months, the bombs at Hiroshima and Nagasaki would rain down their terror and the war with
Japan would be over.
Lt. Gardner was on duty late in the evening on an aft ward caring for those coming from and heading into the nearby
surgery in the center of the ship. At 8:30 she began preparing medications for those in her care. By 8:45 she finished by
filling a syringe with painkiller and placing it on a tray. She opened the medicine cabinet to put the vial back. Before the
door was closed, an explosion ignited behind the wall. The 92 pound, 5'0" nurse was picked up straight into the air by the
concussion and thrown eight feet backward, slamming full body into the bulkhead.
(Continued page 13)
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She was made deaf for twenty-four hours and suffered permanent inner ear and spinal damage. The medicine cabinet and
the wall to which it was attached were gone. All she could see through the smoke was a tangled mass of ruin as she peeled
herself from the wall to help those who must have been much more hurt.
" A kamikaze pilot had aimed his plane for the ship's red cross emblazoned on her side, amidships and struck right
through to the core of the hospital's duties, the surgery. The four surgeons, six nurses, and wounded in surgery were killed
instantly. The heart of the ship stopped beating and went dark. Thus crippled, it ground to a halt out in the ocean, by itself
with no convoy or help in sight.
The nurses had talked about the small amount of lifeboats carried by the Comfort. "If there's an abandon ship, some of us
are going to have to stay behind. There's not enough for the patients on stretchers and the crew. We'll have to make way
for the boys."
As Gardner picked herself up off the floor, she found she had become deaf. Remarkably, the wounded were not injured in
her ward, just jounced around by the blast which took the wall away closest to surgery, but no more. In shock and pain,
but determined to perform her duties, she gathered herself together and made a quick assessment of the situation and
continued as best she could the rounds she had been performing. The men were staring at her wild-eyed, knowing she had
been hurt badly. They were talking to her, but she heard nothing. Her medical wardman, Sgt. Ashworth, found his way
into through the twisted hot metal. As he talked to her he could see she was not herself.
"Are you all right?" he mouthed.
The men were all talking from their bunks and pointing to the spot she landed. He spoke some more to her, but she shook
her head. Finally he mouthed slowly, "Abandon ship!" The Comfort was taking on water.
One of the wounded young men in her ward required oxygen to breathe. A good part of his face had been blown away by
a blast in battle, though his eyes remained keen. The single tank was large enough to provide for many in the ward. If the
tank had been damaged by the blast their ward would have been no more. Remarkably it remained intact. Her first thought
was to turn to him. They locked eyes. She knew he could hear the abandon ship signal.
"Don't worry. I'll stay with you. I won't leave you."
She didn't say the words, but they both knew they would go down with the ship together. Gardner would do her best to get
the men who could out to the lifeboats, then remain with those who could not make it. There were not enough lifeboats
even with standard capacity. She prepared herself to go down with the ship and continued to make her rounds checking in
with hand signals each of the wounded in her surgical recovery ward.
Some time later, after assessments showed the Comfort was not taking on water as previously believed, the abandon ship
alarm ceased. Doris' hearing did not return for some days, and the men had to signal to her at great length to get her to
understand the alarm was cancelled. Hidden on the off-limits deck, Doris and Mary would look out on the war. As far as
the eye could see lines of ambulances stretched from the horizon, filled with dead and dying "boys" as they called them
for, to those 22-year-olds, that's what far too many of them were.
From the faraway hilltop behind which the battle raged, the line of red-crossed trucks queued their way to reach the
gangway of the Comfort, each truck filled with the prostrate.
Father Weilandt had just left the surgery, having ministered to all as he could, wounded and staff. As he walked the deck
he made his "Office of the Day," prayers for strength. He paced from fore to aft, one end to the other. As he neared the
ship's center the suicide plane aimed for the largest red cross, coming in "amidship," the most vulnerable spot to sink a
vessel. The pilot neither faltered nor fell short. He must have seen the Father just above the red cross as he rammed into
the ship.
One would have hoped that Father would have been knocked into the water with a chance of being rescued, but Weilandt's
fate was far more cruel. The plane was going fast and drove deep into the ship, creating a red-hot, burning hole of twisted
metal and smoke in its wake. A large fire broke out, seen in the distance by observers. The deck below Father Weilandt's
feet buckled under him and gave way. He lost his footing and fell into the burning hole. When it was safe enough to
retrieve him from the fire, third degree burns covered 90 percent of his body.
And yet he lived.

(Continued page 14)
13 | P a g e

VOLUME

16

ISSUE5

Finding himself now a patient on the ship, a victim of war, in appalling pain and suffering, Father Weilandt's "special
way" was not lost. Astonishingly, it increased.
Weilandt lived for two weeks, mummified in bandages wherein only a small slit at his mouth revealed the man beneath.
He had been blinded and the wrappings around his head made no attempt at eyes. Without complaint, asking after others,
wanting to help, Father whispered with all of his strength, "Forgive."
The surviving nurses took their turns at making him as comfortable as possible. They knelt at his bedside in prayer,
"Please, God, relieve this man's extreme agony," which agony became their own.
Soon any movement was too painful for Father, even to shake his head "no" when asked by the surviving nurses if they
could do anything for him. Within a few days Weilandt found it too painful to speak.
The ship was able to travel, limply, on its own steam. In convoy, with a full house of wounded and less than half the staff,
the hospital ship made its way to Guam for what repair could be done at the limited base. The ship then limped its way to
Hawaii and it was there the nurses, doctors and navy staff was buried.
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