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DoD Websites Update 01 ► Watch Out for Fake One
Marine Corps Forces Cyberspace Command identified a website posing as
the Department of Defense Transition Assistance Program this week. Upon
visiting the phony URL address, the site asks for a visitor’s personal
identification information and attempts to download malicious software onto
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the visitor’s personal computer. The warning was shared 13 FEB by Air
Forces Cyber on Facebook. The correct URL for the Transition Assistance
Program is https://DoDTAP.mil. The fake website used the appropriate
acronyms but ended in the .com domain name, which brings users to
commercial web addresses. The .mil and .gov domain names, though, are
used for most DoD websites. Exceptions to the rule include recruitment
websites, such as goarmy.com. To protect your home computer, active duty
military and civilian employees are encouraged by the DoD to download antivirus software through the Defense Information Systems Agency using their
Common Access Cards. More information on cyber security best practices
can be found on the Air Forces Cyber resources webpage. The Department of
Homeland Security also provides a list
of publications for securing home computers and understanding emerging
threats in the cyber domain. [Source: Military Times | Kyle Rempfer | February 13, 2018 ++]
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MONTHLY MEETING FIRST THURSDAY @ 7PM
*****FERNLEY SENIOR CENTER*****
1170 W. NEWLANDS DRIVE
FERNLEY, NEVADA 89408

NEVADA ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE
FREE LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO VETERANS
RENO VA MEDICAL CENTER
975 KIRMAN AVE., RENO, NV
L1927 AND L1929 10:00-2:00
CHECK IN BY NOON
April 12-13, 2019
July 12-13, 2019
November 1-2, 2019
AWARDED DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BEST PRO BONO PROGRAM IN THE
COUNTRY

Family Law • Bankruptcy • Landlord/Tenant/Public Benefits
Consumer Law/Protection • Veterans' Benefits • Wills • Powers of Attorney
For more information, please call 775-684-1100
Or visit us at ww.nvagomia.nv.gov
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VA Blue Water Claims Update ► Now is the Time to File VA
Form 21-0966
On January 29, in a 9-2 decision, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit ruled in favor of the veteran in Alfred Procopio, Jr., v.
Robert Wilkie, finding the intent of Congress in the Agent Orange Act
of 1991 was to extend benefits to all veterans who served within the
territorial waters of Vietnam, 12 nautical miles from shore. The VA
has 90 days from the Court’s ruling to appeal this decision to the
Supreme Court; and VA Secretary Wilkie has yet to announce how it
plans to respond. In the meantime, VVA recommends those veterans
who think they may have served on a vessel in Vietnam’s territorial
waters reach out to their local Veterans Service Officer to file VA
Form 21-0966, Intent to File a Claim. If VVA is your representative,
go to Service Officer Locator on www.vva.org to find your local
representative. If you do not wish to work with a service officer, you
may fill out the VA Form 21-0966 form and submit it to the VA.
VVA recommends Blue Water Navy veterans submit the VA Form 210966 if they have never filed an Agent Orange claim or if they have
been denied an Agent Orange claim. If you are a spouse of a Blue
Water Navy veteran who died from an Agent Orange-related illness,
they recommend you also file a VA Form 21-0966. By submitting VA
Form 21-0966, you preserve your effective date. You have one year
from the day you submitted your VA Form 21-0966 to submit your
claim for benefits. By submitting this form, you will be putting
yourself in the best possible position while waiting to see how the VA
responds to the Court’s decision.
To help your claim’s success, it is recommended you start gathering
evidence such as deck logs, service records, or anything else that could
help prove the location of your vessel. VVA will keep you updated on
suggested next steps as they continue to learn more information.
[Source: VVA Press Release No. 19-4 | Mokie Porter | February 6, 2019 ++]

Read the Department Newsletter http://www.nevadalegion.org/index.php?id=17
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MARCH EVENTS

7 March - Post Executive Meeting 6 pm - Post Meeting 7 pm Fernley Senior Center
10 March – Daylight Savings Time Begins
16 Tentative Gun Shoot 10am meet at Paul’s Truck Wash north of Denny’s Restaurant Fernley
20 March Veterans & Military Day at the State Legislature see flyer on page 9 of this Newsletter
American Legion Post 37 members Free Accidental Death & Dismemberment, enroll at www.theLIT.com
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Concurrent Receipt Status ► Restore Full Retirement Pay to All Disabled Vets
Rep. Gus Bilirakis (Fla.) introduced the "Retired Pay Restoration Act" (H.R.303), which would expand the eligibility
of retirees with less than 50 percent disability rating to receive service-connected disability from VA and their full
retirement pay for retirees eligible for Concurrent Retirement and Disability Payments (CRDP). Currently, only CRDP
disability disabled retirees with a rating of 50 percent or more are eligible for concurrent receipt. Rep. Sanford Bishop
(Ga.) has also introduced comprehensive concurrent receipt reform (H.R.333) that includes disabled retirees with
CRDP less than 50 percent and CRDP (Chapter 61) medically retired (less than 20 years of service).
Veterans who would like to see these bills passed are encouraged to go to the Noncommissioned Officer
Association (NCOA) Call to Action at https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/zwL5GvXQSuGByMluXionnA to
send a message to their representatives and request they support the bills. If you would like to modify or rewrite the
preformatted message provided you can. [Source: NCOA | February 7, 2019 ++]
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LIT Products and Services Exclusively for Legionnaires
The Legionnaires in this Department are very fortunate to be part of something that has been around
over half a century – the Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT). The Department joined with the other fifty (50)
Departments that make-up the LIT. The LIT became this Department’s sponsored insurance program and
remains so today. Make no mistake, the broad range of insurance products and services found under the LIT
umbrella are your products and services. These products and services are not available to just anyone – other
veterans included – but only to members of this Department’s Legionnaires.
The LIT’s products and services are continually reviewed and updated (plus new programs added) so
that you have access to the best selection possible. The oversight of the LIT is done by a Board of Directors –
with one Trust Director from each participating Department. This helps make sure you are getting the best
possible coverage from the Legionnaire Insurance Trust program.
Through the LIT, your Department sponsors a broad range of insurance products and services ranging
from the “no-cost” AD&D to HOSPITAL HELP to CANCER CARE to Emergency Assistance + (EA+) to
Medicare Supplement and more - so one or more will likely fill a need in your family’s insurance portfolio.
The best way to buy insurance is to shop, compare, and then purchase the coverage from a source you
trust. We invite you to compare this Department’s endorsed products with any on the market. Then you can buy
with the confidence of over fifty (50) years of continuous service to Legionnaires behind the LIT. Buying
through the LIT also helps support your Department’s programs and services.
To learn more about your Department’s insurance products and services please call the LIT’s
administrator at (800) 235-6943 or check-out the programs at www.theLIT.com. Either way, there will be no
hard-sell or obligation to buy when you do.
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GTMO Prison Update ► Option of Last Resort for ISIS Detainees
The Guantanamo Bay detention center would receive new prisoners for the first time in more than a decade under one
option being considered as the U.S. withdraws its forces from Syria and works to resolve the fate of hundreds of
captured suspected Islamic State fighters, officials say. U.S.-backed Syrian fighters have custody of nearly 1,000
suspected ISIS fighters who the State Department said should be sent back to their home countries and prosecuted. The
Syrian fighters have warned they may not be able to continue to hold the ISIS fighters after the withdrawal of American
forces from Syria ordered by President Donald Trump in December.
If they can't be repatriated, though, the detention center on the U.S. base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, could be used
to hold them "where lawful and appropriate," the State Department said 7 FEB. "The Administration's National Strategy
for Counterterrorism makes very clear that Law of Armed Conflict detention, including at Guantanamo, remains an
important and effective counterterrorism tool," it said in a statement to The Associated Press in response to questions
about the prisoners. Trump had said in his first State of the Union last year that he would use Guantanamo "in many
cases" to detain prisoners as part of the fight against Islamic State and al-Qaida. As a candidate, when asked about what
he would do with the controversial detention center, he said he would "load it up with some bad dudes."
But the administration has not added any prisoners to the detention center that President Barack Obama sought to
close and officials say that sending suspected Islamic State fighters back to their homelands remains the preferred
choice. “Repatriating foreign terrorist fighters to their countries of origin and ensuring they are prosecuted and detained
is the best solution to prevent them from returning to the battlefield,” the State Department said. A U.S. official, said
Guantanamo is the "option of last resort." The official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the U.S. has identified
about 50 people among the more than 900 held by Syrian forces as "high value" suspects that could be transported to
Guantanamo if they are not repatriated.
Sending Islamic State prisoners to Guantanamo would open up new legal challenges, according to experts. The U.S.
is allowed to detain al-Qaida and "associated forces" at Guantanamo under the 2001 Authorization for Use of Military
Force. But whether Islamic State group fighters meets that criteria is an untested question, said Robert Chesney, a
national security law professor at the University of Texas. "No court has ever once had the case and the executive
branch for many years has really not wanted the court to answer that question," Chesney said. The U.S. began holding
prisoners suspected of links to al-Qaida and the Taliban in January 2002, drawing intense international criticism for
holding men indefinitely without charge amid reports of mistreatment at the isolated base on the southeastern tip of
Cuba.
Guantanamo held nearly 700 prisoners at its peak in the summer of 2003. Amid legal challenges and international
pressure, more than 500 were released under President George W. Bush. Obama viewed the detention center as a waste
of money that damaged America's reputation and ordered it closed but was blocked by Congress. There are now 40
prisoners held, including nine who have been charged and are facing trial by military commission in proceedings that
have dragged on for years. From a purely practical standpoint, U.S. military officials have said they could accommodate
additional prisoners at the base. The forces overseeing Guantanamo prison say the prison can hold 40 more people
“with no additional staffing” and the facility could accommodate 200 more inmates total, “with minimal adjustments
to current infrastructure and manpower,” said Navy Cdr. Adam Bashaw, a spokesman for the military task force that
runs the detention center. [Source: The Associated Press | Susannah George | February 8, 2019 ++]
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Nuclear Launch Authority ► H.R.669/S.200 | No First Use Act
Two key Democratic lawmakers introduced legislation 30 JAN that would ensure the U.S. does not fire nuclear weapons
first in a potential future war. House Armed Services Committee Chairman Adam Smith and Sen. Elizabeth Warren, a
2020 presidential hopeful and Senate Armed Services Committee member, offered a bill - “The No First Use Act” - to
establish in law that it is the policy of the United States not to use nuclear weapons first in a conflict.
Though previous administrations have resisted such moves, and the GOP-controlled Senate is unlikely to take up the
legislation, the players are notable. As chairman, Smith may elevate the issue by inserting the language into the annual
defense policy bill, and Warren’s potential candidacy means the issue could reach the wider public on a future presidential
debate stage.
Because the Trump administration’s Nuclear Posture Review states the U.S. reserves the right to use nuclear weapons in
“significant non-nuclear strategic attacks,” such as attacks on the U.S., its allies and its nuclear infrastructure, some
lawmakers have criticized that policy as over-broad. “Our current nuclear strategy is not just outdated - it is dangerous,”
Smith and Warren said in a joint statement. “By making clear that deterrence is the sole purpose of our arsenal, this bill
would reduce the chances of a nuclear miscalculation and help us maintain our moral and diplomatic leadership in the
world.”
Both lawmakers have previously advocated for military restraint and signaled in recent weeks that such a move was
coming. Warren, called for a “no first use” nuclear weapons policy in a speech last month, and Smith did likewise in
November, in a speech to the Ploughshares Fund, an anti-nuclear weapons group. One of the arguments against President
Barack Obama adopting such a policy when he considered in 2016 was that declaring it could undermine allies’
confidence in U.S. commitment to their defense—and spur them to pursue their own nuclear weapons. Removing the
threat of nuclear escalation could embolden countries like North Korea, China, or Russia, who might believe that they
could overwhelm U.S. allies before the U.S. could respond, the thinking goes.
U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer ((R-NB), a senior member of the Senate Armed Services Committee and the chairman of the
Strategic Forces Subcommittee, blasted the proposed measure in a statement 30 JAN. She pointed to presidents from both
parties who have rejected it, “because it erodes deterrence, undermines allied confidence in U.S. security guarantees and
risks emboldening potential adversaries.” “Calculated ambiguity has long been an element of U.S. nuclear declaratory
policy," Fischer said. “With Russia and China increasingly attempting to intimidate their neighbors – some of whom are
U.S. allies – this is the wrong message to send. It betrays a naïve and disturbed world view.”
Fischer quoted the 2009 bipartisan Congressional Commission on the Strategic Posture of the United States, saying
“Potential aggressors should have to worry about the possibility that the United States might respond by overwhelming
means at a time and in a manner of its choosing.” Should Smith seek to include the language in the 2020 National Defense
Authorization Act, it could trigger pushback from other key Republicans, such as HASC’s ranking member, Rep. Mac
Thornberry, and Senate Armed Services Committee chairman Sen. Jim Inhofe—who have both been supportive of the
Trump administration’s direction on nuclear weapons.
The Union of Concerned Scientists hailed Smith and Warren’s bill in a statement on Wednesday. The organization
said that such a policy would “reduce the risk of miscalculation during a crisis with Russia, China or North Korea;
strengthen the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty by demonstrating the United States is serious about reducing the role
of nuclear weapons in its security policy, and reduce risks associated with the president’s sole authority to order the
use of nuclear weapons by removing the option of using them first.” “The purpose of US nuclear weapons is to deter
a nuclear attack on the United States and its allies. Any other purpose simply makes nuclear war more likely,” said
Stephen Young, Washington representative for the UCS Global Security Program. [Source: DefenseNews | Joe Gould
| January 30, 2019 ++]
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Navy Carrier Program Update ► Surface Ship Torpedo Defense System A Failure
The US Navy has shed light on a previously highly classified project meant to protect aircraft carriers from the
grave and widespread threat of torpedoes, and it's been a massive failure. Virtually every navy the US might
find itself at war against can field torpedoes, or underwater self-propelled bombs that have been sinking
warships for more than 100 years. US Navy aircraft carriers represent technological marvels, as they're floating
airports powered by nuclear reactors. But after years of secretive tests, the US has given up on a program to
protect the ships against torpedoes. The US Navy has canceled its anti-torpedo torpedo-defense system and will
remove the systems from the five aircraft carriers that have them installed, the Pentagon's Office of the Director
of Test and Evaluation said in a report on 5 FEB.
"In September 2018, the Navy suspended its efforts to develop the [surface ship torpedo defense] system. The
Navy plans to restore all carriers to their normal configurations during maintenance availabilities" over the next
four years, the report said. Essentially, the report said that over five years the program made some progress in
finding and knocking down incoming torpedoes, but not enough. Data on the reliability of the systems remains
either too thin or nonexistent. This leaves the US Navy's surface ships with almost no defense against a
submarine's primary anti-surface weapon at a time when the service says that Russia's and China's submarine
fleets have rapidly grown to pose a major threat to US ships.
The US ignored the threat of torpedoes, and now anyone with half a navy has a shot At the end of the Cold War,
the US turned away from anti-submarine warfare toward a fight against surface ships. But now, Russia, China,
and Iran reportedly have supercavitating torpedoes, or torpedoes that form a bubble of air around themselves as
they jet through the water at hundreds of miles per hour. The new class of speedy torpedoes can't be guided, but
can fire straight toward US Navy carriers that have little chance of detecting them. Torpedoes don't directly
collide with a ship, but rather use an explosion to create an air bubble under the ship to bend or break the bow,
sinking the ship. Other Russian torpedoes have a range of 12 miles and can zigzag to beat countermeasures
when closing in on a ship.
In a combat exercise off the coast of Florida in 2015, a small French nuclear submarine, the Saphir, snuck
through multiple rings of carrier-strike-group defenses and scored a simulated kill on the USS Theodore
Roosevelt and half its escort ships, Reuters reported. Other US naval exercises have seen even old-fashioned,
diesel-electric submarines sinking carriers. Even unsophisticated foes such as North Korea and Iran can field
diesel-electric submarines and hide them in the noisy littoral waters along key US Navy transit routes.
The US has spent $760 million on the failed system, The Drive reported. The US Navy can deploy "nixies" or
noisemaking decoys that the ship drags behind it to attract torpedoes, but it must detect the incoming torpedoes
first. A US Navy carrier at 30 knots runs just 10 knots slower than a standard torpedo, but with a flight deck full
of aircraft and personnel, pulling tight turns to dodge an incoming torpedo presents problems of its own.
[Source: Business Insider |Alex Lockie | February 5, 2019 ++]
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Army Drones Update ► Black Hornet | $40M Contract Awarded For More
A pocket-sized helicopter drone that’s been used by a select number of soldiers in real-world operations now might
become standard kit across a multitude of platoons in the Army. The Army awarded a $40 million contract to Systems to
provide the “Black Hornet” personal reconnaissance systems under the Army’s Soldier Borne Sensor program. It was first
purchased by the Army in small quantities to meet recon needs of troops in Afghanistan in 2016.
It weighs 18 grams, can shoot video and take snapshots with its camera, and previous versions had about a 25-minute
flight time. Many mini-drones can only shoot video. The nano-drone, which has GPS-guided autopilot, will support
platoon- and small unit-level surveillance and reconnaissance capabilities as part of the Soldier Borne Sensor program,
according to a FLIR release.
The company states that the mini-drone “bridges the gap between aerial and ground-based sensors,” and it offers
the same situational awareness as larger drones and the “threat location capabilities” of unmanned ground vehicles.
“The United States Army’s selection of FLIR to provide the Black Hornet PRS in this initial delivery of the Soldier
Borne Sensor program represents a key opportunity to provide soldiers in every U.S. Army squad a critical advantage
on the modern battlefield,” James Cannon, president and CEO of FLIR Systems, told Army Times in mid-2018. At that
time, the sensor systems program had purchased a batch of the mini-drones for testing. The recent announcement
expands the program across the Army.
The exact number of drone systems $40 million will buy was not available, but publicly reported figures suggest that
could purchase as many as 1,000 drones. What wasn’t clear in the release was the version of drone that the Army
bought. Army Rapid Equipping Force officials told Army Times last year that a newer version of the Black Hornet
used in Iraq and Afghanistan by dismounted soldiers for the past two years will be nearly twice the size of the current
drone, which weighs just 18 grams. The increased size will allow the new version to carry payloads, though officials
did not disclose what types of payloads. [Source: ArmyTimes | Todd South | February 12, 2018 ++]

Russian Military Strength Update ► Filin | Makes Targets Hallucinate, Vomit
The Russian Navy reportedly has a new weapon that can disrupt the eyesight of targets as well as make them hallucinate
and vomit. Russian state news agency RIA Novosti reported that a Russian military contractor has installed the weapon
on two Russian warships. The weapon fires a beam similar to a strobe light that affects the target's eyesight, making it
more difficult for them to aim at night. During testing, volunteers reportedly used rifles and guns to shoot targets that
were protected by the weapon. The volunteers reported having trouble aiming because they couldn't see. Additionally,
about half of the volunteers said they felt dizzy, nauseous and disoriented. About 20 percent of the volunteers reported
experiencing hallucinations. The weapon, called the Filin, has reportedly been installed on the Admiral Gorshkov and
Admiral Kasatonov, two Russian warships. The weapon is expected to be installed on more ships that are currently
being built. The weapon was developed by Ruselectornics, a Russian state-owned developer of electronics and other
technologies. [Source: The Hill | Michael Burke | February 4, 2019 ++]
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