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The American Legion: Taliban Agreement Cause for Skeptical Hope
(INDIANAPOLIS, February 29, 2020) --The leader of the nation’s largest veterans organization
welcomed the prospect of peace in Afghanistan, while at the same time expressing distrust for
the Taliban.
“We cannot forget that the Taliban comprised one of the most vicious and brutal regimes in
history. Terrorists lie. At the same time, we are humane and deeply respect the sacrifices made
by so many American families. Nobody hates war more than veterans, and The American Legion
would like nothing more than seeing the nearly two decade conflict in Afghanistan end,” said
American Legion National Commander James W. “Bill” Oxford. “The Taliban no longer rule
Afghanistan and have expressed a desire to engage the legitimate government. They have agreed
to a cease fire and to take steps to ensure that Afghanistan will never again be used as a haven by
terrorists who plot to harm the United States. In exchange, the U.S. government has agreed to
reduce our forces there to 8,600 and then gradually to zero. We welcome this agreement. It is
made possible by the 800,000 U.S. troops and our coalition allies who have served there since
2001. We will never forget the nearly 2,400 Americans who died in Afghanistan. Nor will we
forget their wounded comrades. They made Afghanistan a better place. We have a right to expect
the Taliban to abide by the agreement so that peace can finally come to this troubled region. The
Taliban have violated agreements before and we maintain a healthy dose of skepticism, along
with a commitment to never again ignore threats that could lead to another 9/11.”
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Legislation to Provide Service Dogs to Veterans Suffering from PTSD
Washington, D.C. – Senators Deb Fischer (R-Neb.) and Cory Booker (D-N.J.) have
introduced a bill to help service members suffering from post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD). The bill, known as the Puppies Assisting Wounded Service
Members (PAWS) Act, would help improve the quality of life for veterans
suffering from PTSD through grants to non-profit organizations that provide
veterans with access to service dogs.
“For many veterans suffering from PTSD, service dogs help reduce symptoms and
improve mental health. This legislation will expand the VA service dog program to
include veterans not only battling physical challenges, but invisible ones as well.
All veterans who would benefit from a service dog should be able to find the
comfort and companionship they need to readjust to civilian life.”

Read the Department Newsletter
http://www.nevadalegion.org/index.php
?id=17

BACKGROUND:
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) estimates that between 11 and 20
percent of veterans who served in Iraq and Afghanistan suffer from PTSD in a
given year. Research indicates that PTSD is notoriously difficult to treat, and many
veterans do not seek or continue treatment.
Service dogs can provide several identifiable benefits to people suffering from
PTSD or other combat-related illnesses. Studies have shown that animal-assisted
therapy for trauma may lead to a reduction in PTSD symptoms, as well as reduced
depression, anxiety, and dissociation symptoms. This therapy can also lead to better
sleep quality and a decreased need for medication. While the VA provides service
dogs for physically disabled veterans, it does not provide service dogs for veterans
living with PTSD.
The PAWS Act directs the VA to implement a five-year pilot program to provide
service dogs to veterans who were diagnosed with, and continue to suffer from,
PTSD. Under the pilot program, the VA would connect veterans with

eligible organizations that train service dogs, and provide a grant
to the organizations on behalf of the veteran for a service dog
pairing. Veterans would receive follow-up support from the
service dog provider for the rest of the dog’s life. To remain
eligible for the program, veterans must see a primary care or
mental health care provider at a VA medical facility every 180
days. Following completion of the pilot program, the
Government Accountability Office would conduct a program
evaluation and submit a report to Congress.
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MARCH EVENTS

5 Mar. - Post Executive meeting 6 pm, Post Meeting 7 pm at Fernley Senior Center Fernley, NV.
8 Mar. -Daylight Savings Time Begins (Spring Forward)
14 Mar. – District 4 Meeting 10 am Veterans Hall Carson City Post 4 hosting
20 Mar. – First Day of Spring
26, 27.28 Mar. – Post 37 Rummage Sale 0900 Thursday set-up and start sale. Fernley Mini-storage Center
American Legion Post 37 members Free Accidental Death & Dismemberment, enroll at www.theLIT.com

THE AMERICAN LEGION LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR THE 116TH CONGRESS

Toxic exposures and burn pits
Millions of veterans have been deployed in the Global War on Terror, and a disturbingly high percentage of them
have been exposed to airborne toxic hazards during their service as a result of burn pits. The American Legion has
for decades fought for service-connected disability benefits for adverse health conditions linked to toxic exposures
in service and
will continue
do37somembers
for this Free
generation.
The
American
Legion supports
to establish a
American
Legion to
Post
Accidental
Death
& Dismemberment,
enrollmeasures
at www.theLIT.com
presumption of exposure as well as continued studies on the effects of burn pits. (S. 2950)
Health care for women veterans VA must continue to develop and expand healthcare services for the fast-growing
population of female veterans, a large percentage of whom do not enroll for VA health care for a number of
reasons, according to surveys. Among the factors are limited gender-specific treatment services and awareness of
VA benefits. All veterans, regardless of gender, must receive fair and equal VA health-care services. (S. 514, H.R.
3224)
Support VA’s suicide-prevention efforts
An estimated 20 veterans die by suicide every day. Most were not receiving care or support through VA that may
have saved them. The American Legion supports expanding and promoting mental health treatment for veterans
and urges Congress to provide VA necessary funds to hire mental health professionals and proper staffing for its
Integrative Health and Wellness Program. (S. 785)
Reaffirm commitment to our allies
In a time of rising great power competition, the United States must maintain a strong alliance system to promote
democracy and protect our national interests abroad. Diplomacy is the first line of defense for the United States
and must be properly resourced and funded to ensure we put our service members in harm’s way only when
absolutely necessary. The American Legion supports bills that would provide the State Department necessary
resources to maintain and expand our alliance system, ensure aid programs to allies remain properly funded, and
promote our n Fully fund a superior national defense The American Legion supports a defense budget that
complies with the Pentagon’s 2018 National Defense Strategy in order to reverse the damaging effects of
sequestration, provide fair compensation of military personnel and modernize the U.S. military to protect against
any aggression, especially in a time of growing great power competition. (Resolution 35, 2018) (Cont’d on page 5)
4|P a g e

VOLUME

17

ISSUE3

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4)

Pay the Coast Guard On a daily basis,
U.S. Coast Guard personnel carry out missions that are vital to national security. The Coast Guard, however, is the
only military branch forced to work without pay during a government shutdown. This is unacceptable. The
repeated and all too common threat of government shutdowns brings severe hardship on our Coast Guard
members and their families. No member of the U.S. military service should ever live in fear of not being paid. The
American Legion supports bills and provisions that will ensure the Coast Guard is paid during government
shutdowns. (S. 21, H.R. 367)
Implement, oversee recent laws.
The 115th Congress passed multiple American Legion supported bills that help veterans and their families, from the
backlog-aimed VA Appeals Modernization Act to the omnibus VA MISSION Act. The Legion continues to call on the
116th Congress to ensure these measures are accurately and quickly implemented, as intended.
Protect the GI Bill With passage of the Forever GI Bill, Congress should now focus on ensuring that student veterans
and their families receive the highest quality education when using their GI Bill benefits. The American Legion
believes that legislation and federal agency action should be taken to ensure better quality and student outcomes
for servicemembers and veterans, by excluding DoD and VA funds from the 90-10 calculation for federal student
aid. Also, Congress should create common-sense oversight of schools and give military-connected students the
same rights as non-veterans when their schools close, when they face an overpayment, and when a school loses its
eligibility to operate. (H.R. 4625, S. 2857)
Help end veteran homelessness
To fully implement VA’s pledge to eradicate veteran homelessness, Congress must continue making investments in
affordable housing and programs such as Supportive Services for Veteran Families that move veterans and their
families off the streets and into stable housing with supportive services. (Resolution 340, 2016)
Support for Gold Star families The families of our fallen service members forever bear the burden of the losing
loved ones who gave their last full measure of devotion in defense of our great nation, security and freedom. The
American Legion is dedicated to ensuring Gold Star families receive the absolute best care and services from the
Department of Defense and the Department of Veterans Affairs. (Resolution 14, 2018)
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Duterte Says RP Can Survive Without U.S. Military Help
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte on 26 FEB said Filipino forces can fight insurgents and Muslim extremists
without American military help, in a defense of his recent decision to terminate a U.S. security pact. Duterte also
said in a speech that he would stick to a decision made early in his presidency, when he was enraged by then
President Barack Obama’s criticism of his deadly anti-drug crackdown, that he will not travel to the United States.
The brash Philippine leader has often criticized U.S. security policies while praising China and Russia since taking
office in mid-2016 for a six-year term.
U.S. President Donald Trump invited Duterte to join a meeting he will host for leaders of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations in Las Vegas next month. Duterte has better relations with Trump than with Obama, but
his remarks Wednesday support an earlier statement by his spokesman that he would not attend the Las Vegas
meeting. “Do we need America to survive as a nation?” Duterte asked. “Do we need ... the might and power of the
military of the United States to fight our rebellion here and the terrorists down south and control drugs?” “The
military and police said, `Sir, we can do it,'” he said. “If we can’t do it, we have no business being a republic,”
Duterte said. “You might as well choose. We can be a territory of the Americans or we can be a province of China.”
The Philippine government notified the U.S. two weeks ago that it intends to end the Visiting Forces Agreement,
which allows American forces to train in large numbers in the Philippines, in the most serious threat under Duterte to
the two nations’ 69-year treaty alliance. The termination takes effect after 180 days unless both sides agree to keep
the VFA. The waiting period allows the allies to renegotiate contentious terms of the 1998 agreement. The accord
allows the entry and temporary stay of American forces along with U.S. military ships and aircraft for joint training
with Filipino troops. The maneuvers include annual drills that Philippine security officials have credited with helping
beat back communist insurgents nationwide and Islamic State group-aligned Muslim militants in the southern
Philippines. The VFA specifies which country has jurisdiction over American soldiers who are accused of crimes
while in the Philippines, a sensitive issue in the former American colony.
U.S. Secretary of Defense Mark Esper has called the decision by the Duterte administration “unfortunate.” Trump,
however, reacted dismissively, saying, “If they would like to do that, that’s fine. We’ll save a lot of money.” Foreign
Secretary Teodoro Locsin Jr., who signed the notice of termination at Duterte’s direction, has proposed a review of
the agreement to fix contentious issues instead of abrogating it. Duterte threatened to terminate the agreement after
Washington reportedly canceled the U.S. visa of a loyal ally, Sen. Ronald dela Rosa, who was linked to human rights
violations when he enforced the president’s deadly anti-drug crackdown as national police chief in 2016. Duterte
gave the U.S. a month to restore dela Rosa’s visa, but U.S. officials have not publicly reacted to his demand.
Thousands of mostly poor suspects have been killed under Duterte’s campaign against illegal drugs, alarming the
U.S. and other Western governments and human rights groups. Duterte rejected on Wednesday what he said was the
portrayal by some U.S. officials of his administration as persecuting a detained opposition senator and being
incapable of investigating extrajudicial killings. “We were being portrayed as a republic incapable of administering
simple justice,” Duterte said. [Source: The Associated Press | Jim Gomez | February 27, 2020 ++]

Resident Manager
DAKOTA
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Pentagon is downsizing or closing 50 medical clinics

The Pentagon is downsizing or closing 50 medical clinics in a move the department says will
"increase the readiness of our operational and medical forces." But the change will also force
families and veterans away from some facilities and into the care of TRICARE civilian providers.
The Fiscal 2017 National Defense Authorization Act called on the Pentagon to analyze its
hospital and clinic footprint, and the department screened 343 facilities inside the United States.
Of those, 77 were selected for additional assessments and 50 ultimately chosen for
"restructuring."
The majority of those facilities will transition from serving all beneficiaries to only seeing Active
duty service members. Family members, veterans, and their families would have to seek care
through the TRICARE civilian provider network.
If TRICARE networks cannot provide access to quality care, "DoD will revise implementation
plans," according to a Military Health System.
The Pentagon expects about 200,000 beneficiaries to move to provider networks, the majority of
which are retirees. They will need to pay out of pocket for health care provided through
TRICARE. A family of four filling a dozen prescriptions per year could end up spending from $157
to $720 more per year on prescription medications alone. For medical care, copays and
deductibles could add hundreds or thousands more dollars.
The final report delivered to Congress contains a summary of all the changes, a description of
how each change was made, and supporting data. Go to http://www.health.mil/MTFrestructuring
for a complete list of military hospital and clinic changes listed in the report. [Source: Health.mil | MHS
Comm Office | February 19, 2020 ++]

The American Legion: Bayview Cross Victory result of Legion Supreme Court Decision
(INDIANAPOLIS, February 20, 2020) -- Citing The American Legion’s “historic victory” during an important
Supreme Court ruling last year, the head of the nation’s largest veterans organization welcomed another court
decision yesterday as a sign that veterans memorials will now have permanent legal protection.
“Last year, The American Legion easily prevailed by a 7-2 ruling protecting a veterans memorial in Bladensburg,
Md.,” said American Legion National Commander James W. “Bill” Oxford. “We said at the time that the ruling in
The American Legion v. American Humanist Association was not simply about one cross. It was about protecting the
religious freedom of those wishing to honor and memorialize veterans. Thankfully, the Eleventh Circuit Court of
Appeals used our earlier victory to reverse a previous decision that called for the removal of a World War II-era
cross at a park in Pensacola. The Bayview cross in Florida will remain in place. The American Legion is grateful to
our friends and allies in the veterans and legal community who have helped us in this long struggle to protect these
precious memorials.”
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Year 1919 What It Was like Only a Century Ago
This will boggle your mind! What a difference a century makes! Here are some statistics for the Year 1919:
 The average life expectancy for men was 47 years.
 Fuel for cars was sold in drug stores only.
 Only 14% of the homes had a bathtub.
 Only 8% of the homes had a telephone.
 The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph.
 The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel Tower.
 The The average US worker made between $200 and $400 per year.
 A competent accountant could expect to earn $2,000 a year. A dentist earned $2,500 a year.
 A veterinarian between $1,500 and 4,000 a year. A mechanical engineer about $5,000 a year.
 More than 95% of all births took place at home
 Ninety percent of all Doctors had NO COLLEGE EDUCATION! Instead, they attended so-called medical schools,
many of which were condemned in the press & the government as "substandard."
 Sugar cost four cents a pound.
 Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen.
 Coffee was fifteen cents a pound.
 Most women only washed their hair once a month, And, used Borax or egg yolks for shampoo.
 Canada passed a law that prohibited poor people from entering their country for any reason.
 The Five leading causes of death were: Pneumonia and influenza, Tuberculosis, Diarrhea, Heart disease, and
Stroke
 The American flag had 45 stars ...
 The population of Las Vegas, Nevada, was only 30.
 Crossword puzzles, canned beer, and iced tea hadn't been invented yet.
 There was neither a Mother's Day nor a Father's Day.
 Two out of every 10 adults couldn't read or write, & only 6% of Americans had graduated from high school.
 Marijuana, heroin, and morphine were all available over the counter at local corner drugstores.
 Back then pharmacists said, "Heroin clears the complexion, gives buoyancy to the mind, regulates the
stomach, bowels, and is, in fact, a perfect guardian of health!"
 Eighteen percent of households had at least one full-time servant or domestic help...
 There were about 230 reported murders in the ENTIRE U.S.A.
 Average US wage in 1919 was 22 cents per hour
[Source: Frontlines of Freedom Newsletter | February 28, 2020 ++]
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