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Congress has begun releasing the names of Democrats and Republicans who
will meet in the coming days to finalize the fiscal 2020 defense authorization
bill. These "conferees" – selected lawmakers from each chamber tasked with
ironing out the differences between the House and Senate versions of the bill
– will resolve a number of issues critical to service members, and veteran’s
widow including:
• Preventing the elimination of up to 18,000 medical billets
• Ending the widows tax
• Fixing unsafe military housing conditions
• Improving early guard and reserve retirement
Lawmakers initially set an ambitious timeline for completing the defense bill
before 1 OCT, the start of the new fiscal year. However, disagreements
between the House and Senate now mean the bill won’t receive a final vote
until mid-October. The news means DoD will have to begin the new fiscal year
under a stopgap spending measure known as a continuing resolution. With time
running out, this may be your last chance to help influence what makes it into
the bill. Act now. Dial 866-272-6622 to use MOAA’s toll-free Capitol Hill
Switchboard to connect with your senators’ offices and say, “My name is
_____ and I live in _____. If it is brought up for a vote, please VOTE YES on
Senator Jones’s motion to instruct defense conferees to adopt House language
to repeal the widows tax. Thank you.” To send your elected officials a editable
MOAA-suggested message click on
http://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/app/writealetter?6&engagementId=502302.
Regarding the widows tax repeal, Sen. Doug Jones (D-Ala.) plans to introduce
a "motion to instruct" senators to accept House-passed language in the
#FY20NDAA to repeal the widows tax. While a motion to instruct is
nonbinding, it provides critical guidance to Senate leaders as they conduct
negotiations with their House counterparts. This is a chance for your senators
to take a stand and show their support for military survivors. To date, 75
senators cosponsor Senator Jones’s bill to end the widows tax.
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Post 37 Officers

775-225-0921

Commander

Pat Brown

1st Vice Cmdr.

Doug Larned

775-980-7755

2nd Vice Cmdr.

Charles Borowy

775-294-5703

Sgt Arms

Craig Schermerhorn

775-224-9999

Adjutant/Finance

Jerry Finley

Service Officer

775-575-0420

Judge Advocate

Dave Sandfoss

775-575-6850

1st Trustee

Doug Larned

775-980-7755

2nd Trustee

Jim Dickson

3rd Trustee

Valarie Scheuering

775-722-6516

MONTHLY MEETING FIRST THURSDAY @ 7PM
*****FERNLEY SENIOR CENTER*****
1170 W. NEWLANDS DRIVE
FERNLEY, NEVADA 89408

Trump Border Wall
Update 02: Pentagon | $2.5B in Contracts Finalized
The Department of Defense (DOD) has finalized nearly $2.5 billion in contracts to build a
portion of President Trump's wall along the U.S.-Mexico border, the Pentagon’s top spokesman
said 19 SEP. The amount means that, as of this week, 129 miles worth of projects in New
Mexico, Arizona and California “has been obligated and is on contract,” Jonathan Hoffman told
reporters at the Pentagon. All but $3 million of that money remains unobligated but will be
used before the end of the month, Hoffman said.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in April and May had awarded the funding for border wall
projects after the Trump administration declared a national emergency and sought to
reallocate the money from a DOD fund meant to combat drug trafficking. The dollars then
became caught in a legal battle, with the Supreme Court ruling 5-4 in July that the Trump
administration could start using the funds to construct a wall while litigation continues to play
out. Defense Secretary Mark Esper also earlier this month authorized $3.6 billion in Pentagon
dollars, to be redistributed from military construction projects across the globe, to build 175
miles of wall along the southern border. To move forward on such wall projects, Interior
Secretary David Bernhardt on 18 SEP transferred 560 acres of land to the Army for about 70
miles of barrier in Arizona, California and Texas. Asked how long it will take to have that $3.6
billion fully contracted out, Hoffman said there was no timeline but acknowledged that “it’s
going to take months." The administration’s goal is to have completed more than 450 miles of
wall construction by the end of 2020, Hoffman added. “It’ll take a little while, as we do the
planning, we buy the property, we do the environmental assessments ... and then you’ll see a
rapid increase in the amount. Right now, we’re
at a pace of about a mile a day and we’ll see that continue to go up,” he said.
[Source: The Hill | Ellen Mitchell |September 19, 2019 ++]
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Social Media Ad Scam
Proceeds to Charity Claim
Social media advertising is an effective way for small business to get the word out
about their products. Unfortunately, the same goes for scams. BBB.org/ScamTracker
is getting reports of Facebook and Instagram ads that take advantage of shoppers’
goodwill by claiming to give proceeds to charity.
How the Scam Works:
• As you scroll through your Facebook or Instagram feed, you see an ad from a small
business selling adorable jewelry, t-shirts, or other merchandise. The best part? Some
of the proceeds from the sale will go to a charity that helps rescue animals, foster
children, or support another worthy cause. Some consumers even report
getting direct messages from sellers promoting the products and asking them to
spread the word to friends and family.
• You make your purchase and feel great! You’ll receive a product you love, and
you’ve done a good deed. But as the days turn into weeks and your merchandise
never gets delivered, the doubts start to build. After a while, you contact the company
to inquire about your merchandise and they are suddenly unreachable or reply with
an autoresponder. In reality, the product never existed. It was all a ploy to get your
money.
Tips to Avoid This Social Ad Scam
• Do your research. Before making a purchase, do a quick search for the business in
question. Do they have valid contact information? Don’t be fooled by professional
photography or consumer reviews on their website.
These can be lifted from other sites. Check BBB Scam Tracker to see if others have
been duped (BBB.org/ScamTracker).
• Search for previous complaints. Do a Google search of the business name followed
by “complaints”, “reviews”, or “scam” and see what pops up. If you find other people
have been cheated by this business, steer clear.
• Use good judgment. Many con artists play on consumers’ desire to help those in
need. Keep this in mind and use your head, not just your heart, when supporting
charitable causes. Go to Give.org to research organizations before giving.
For More Information
For more ways to protect yourself from social media shopping scams, see
BBB.org/ShoppingOnline. You can also find more general tips at
BBB.org/AvoidScams. If you’ve been the victim of a social media charity scam,
share your experience at BBB.org/ScamTracker. Your report could help other
consumers avoid falling victim to similar scams.
[Source: BBB Scam Alerts | September 13, 2019 ++]

Read the Department Newsletter
http://www.nevadalegion.org/index.php?id=17
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SEPTEMBER EVENTS

3 Oct. - Executive meeting 6pm - Post Meeting 7 pm Fernley Senior Center.
6 Oct. - Rubbish Drop off 10am to 3pm see note below for locations
13 Oct - Rubbish Drop off 10am to 3pm see note below for locations
19 Oct - Flag Retirement Ceremony 9am Northern Nevada Veterans Memorial Cemetery
24 Oct - Unaccompanied Ceremony - 3pm Northern Nevada Veterans Memorial Cemetery
31 Oct - Halloween

City of Fernley Fall Rubbish Drop Off Sites
Every Fernley resident has a stake in the City’s appearance. Keeping Fernley clean is up to all of us.
You can demonstrate pride in our community by committing to keeping Fernley clean every day.
American Legion Post 37 members Free Accidental Death & Dismemberment, enroll at www.theLIT.com

Grab all that old stuff you’ve been wanting to get rid of. The city will have two sites to drop Residential
Rubbish and trash on Sunday the 6th and 13th of October from 10am to 3pm both of these days.
Household Hazardous Waste and home appliances will not be accepted. Location of the drop off areas are:
Out of Town Park 1450 Hwy 50A and Fernley Public Works Road Yard 355 Cottonwood Ln.

“Be polite, be professional, but have a plan to kill everybody you meet” & “The most important 6 inches on the
battlefield is between your ears”
Former Defense Secretary James Mathis
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E-cigarettes
Most Exchanges to Remove by 1 OCT
Exchanges on Army, Air Force and Navy installations are in the process of removing e-cigarettes and vaping
products from their shelves and from concessionaires by 1 OCT, in light of recent deaths and illnesses associated
with vaping. Marine Corps Exchange officials have not yet made a decision about whether they will pull the
products. Commissaries don’t sell e-cigarettes or vaping products. The decisions were made in the wake of news
about the outbreak of mysterious vaping-related lung injuries. At least 530 cases from 38 states have been reported,
and seven deaths have been confirmed in six states, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Navy Exchange Service Command officials were the first to determine that stores will no longer sell these products
“out of an abundance of caution,” said Courtney Williams, spokeswoman for NEXCOM. Two types of e-cigarettes
are sold on Navy Exchange shelves, both approved by the Food and Drug Administration, will be removed by 5
p.m., Sept. 26, she said. Navy Exchanges don’t sell any vaping products, but some exchange locations have
concession vendors that do sell them. As of 1 OCT concessionaires and vendors will be prohibited from selling ecigarettes or vaping products in any Navy Exchange, Williams said. The Army and Air Force Exchange Service will
also remove the e-cigarette and vape products from its shelves, effective the close of business 30 SEP, according to
AAFES spokesman Chris Ward. The products are being removed until the Food and Drug Administration’s work
with the
CDC state health departments to collect information on the products is complete, he said.
Ward cited the Army Public Health Center’s Public Health Alert warning that advises soldiers and families not to use
e-cigarettes or vaping products until more is known about the mysterious vaping-related lung injuries. Officials have
not yet identified any specific e-cigarette or vaping product that is linked to all the cases, according to the CDC. Ecigarettes are a form of vaping. It’s called vaping because tiny puffs of vapor are produced when the device is used.
E-cigarettes have the potential to help adult smokers quit smoking regular cigarettes.
Vaping now appears to be more common in the military than smoking regular cigarettes, according to results of the
most recent Defense Department Health-Related Behaviors Survey of Active-Duty Service Members. The results of
that survey, conducted in 2015, showed 11.1 percent of troops said they were daily e-cigarette users, compared to 7.4
percent who said they smoked cigarettes daily. In the junior enlisted ranks, nearly 20 percent said they were current
e-cigarette smokers. At the time they released the survey, Rand researchers noted that the health effects of ecigarettes are not yet known, and flagged it as a potential health issue for DoD leadership to address.
The trends for e-cigarette sales vary among the military exchanges, which started selling the products in 2012 or
2013. Sales of e-cigarettes at exchanges on Army, Air Force and Navy bases increased steadily through 2015 or
2016, but decreased since then. Marine Corps exchanges had a different trend line, with the number of e-cigarette
units, decreasing through 2016, then starting to jump. In the first 11 months of the 2018 fiscal year, which ended 2
FEB, sales of e-cigs nearly doubled.
[Source: MilitaryTimes | Karen Jowers | September 25, 2019 ++]
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VA shares electronic health records
Veterans will not have to fill out paperwork to share health information
It will soon be easier for you to get VA health care in your community without paperwork.
As of Jan. 2020, you won’t have to provide a signed, written authorization for VA to release your electronic VA
health information to a participating community care provider.
VA will automatically begin sharing your health information with participating community care providers using the
Veterans Health Information Exchange. The electronic system is secure and safe.
This change will make it easier for your health care team to make better decisions about your health care. It can also
help you be safer, especially during emergencies.
No action needed
If you are OK with VA sharing your electronic patient information with your community care provider, you don’t
have to do a thing. Your information will be shared automatically.
Form needed to OPT OUT of electronic sharing
However, if you do not want to share your information electronically, you must submit VA Form 10-10164 (Opt Out
of Sharing).
THERE IS NO SEPT. 30 DEADLINE TO SUBMIT YOUR FORM 10-10164.
You can submit your Form 10-10164 at any time. VA will share your information until you submit your form.
If you submitted Form 10-0484 before September 30, you do NOT need to submit Form 10-10164.
You can return VA Form 10-10164 at any VA Medical Center. Just visit the Release of Information (ROI) office.
You can also send it by mail. After VA processes your form, your VA health information will not be shared
electronically with community providers you see for treatment.
Change your mind? No problem
You change your mind and share your health record with your participating community provider. Just complete and
return VA Form 10-10163 (Opt In for Sharing) at any time.
You also can still ask VA to share your information with participating community care providers by fax or mail
service.
Veterans living abroad
If you are a Veteran living and/or receiving care abroad, you don’t have to do anything. VA only shares health
information with participating community care providers who treat you in the United States. If you plan on receiving
care in the U.S. from VA and/or a participating community care provider, then you need to opt out by submitting VA
Form 10-10164 if you do not want to share your health information.
If you don’t share your information, it will not affect your VA health care or your relationship with your VA
health care provider.
DOWNLOAD AND PRINT FORMS HERE (on the right-hand side – under RESOURCES)
To learn more about health information sharing, or to download and print form 10-10164 (Opt Out of Sharing) or 1010163 (Opt In for Sharing), visit www.va.gov/vler or contact the ROI Office at your local VA medical center.
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Less than 300 Legion anniversary three coin sets remain
BY: The American Legion
Sep 5, 2019

When The American Legion's 100th Anniversary Commemorative Coin series went on sale March 14
by the U.S. Mint, 7,500 of the three coin proof set were available. As of now, less than 300 sets
remain.
The three coin proof set includes all three coins – $5 gold coin, silver dollar and clad half dollar.
U.S. Mint Director David Ryder addressed delegates at the Legion's 101st National Convention in
Indianapolis Aug. 27 about the coin series.
“The Mint is proud to have been a part of the Legion’s commemorative coin program that celebrates
such an important milestone. You can be sure that veterans were involved in every step of the way
with the development of this important program,” said Ryder, who said that the U.S. Mint has nearly
1,700 employees and veterans make up 35 percent of that workforce.
After Dec. 31, the U.S. Mint will no longer sell the Legion's commemorative coin series.
To make a purchase or for more information about the centennial coins, go to www.legion.org/coin or
call 800-872-6468.
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